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I’m getting pretty tired of all this snow and cold stuff, to be honest. I’m sure 
that’s not a controversial opinion at this 
point. When I looked out my window 
today and saw snow lightly falling, I 
didn’t think “How pretty!” or “I can’t 
believe it’s snowing and it’s almost 
March!” or whatever. I thought, “Shit.” I 
just feel pretty done with it. Luckily for 
me, in my part of Coquitlam nothing 
really stuck, but I’m sure other parts of 
the Lower Mainland have had it worse. 
I shouldn’t complain too much—
we’re incredibly lucky to be out of the 
worst of it. December and early January 
were hellish, especially for people like 
me who get around mostly on foot and 
transit. Walking was at best frustrating 
and sock-soaking, and at worst 
dangerous. I remember skating along 
the sidewalks by Broadway-City Hall 
Station in early January and legitimately 
being scared. And I’m lucky in this 
regard—many people who aren’t as able-
bodied as I am had a much worse go of 
it, including one of my closest friends, 
whose back problems would have 
been aggravated by even a small slip.
It hasn’t only been snow, either. 
I’m not sure I remember a time before 
this winter when I’ve had so many 
Accuweather weather alerts popping 
up on my phone, with storms and 
winds and freezing rain in addition 
to all the snow. Last week there was 
a day filled with sun, hail, rain, snow, 
and graupel. I’d never even heard of 
graupel, pronounced “grapple” by 
Global News Meteorologist Kristi 
Gordon but spelt very strangely. It’s 
apparently a type of soft hail. Things 
have been weird on the weather front. 
It would seem a bit sweeter if we’d 
had a better summer last year, but it 
was the mildest, cloudiest, rainiest one 
in recent memory. It barely seemed 
like summer arrived and then it was 
gone, turning into months of rain and 
then snow, then rain, then snow, then 
rain, then snow. I’ve been looking 
towards the future to see if things take 
a turn for the not-shitty any time soon, 
but early to mid March looks like a 
whole bunch of 5 and 6 degree days. 
Sorry to be the bearer of bad news!
Pretty much, I hope that we have 
another hot summer. I’ll take a too-hot 
summer, too. I want to forget all about 
our bizzarely un-BC but very Canadian 
winter and suffer through months of 
complaining about the heat, instead. 
At the least the heat isn’t slippery.
 O The Other Press has been Douglas 
College’s student newspaper since 1976. 
Since 1978 we have been an autonomous 
publication, independent of the student 
union. We are a registered society under 
the Society Act of British Columbia, 
governed by an eight-person board 
of directors appointed by our staff. 
Our head office is located in the New 
Westminster campus.
 O The Other Press is published weekly 
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our funding from a student levy collected 
through tutition fees every semester at 
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advertising revenue. The Other Press is a 
member of the Canadian University Press 
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 O The Other Press reserves the right to 
choose what we will publish, and we 
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Tearing down the walls of societal norms
Ever since Tanysha Klassen was elected DSU Pride Representative, they’ve 
always wanted to hold an event that 
informed their fellow students about 
issues that were important, such as 
intersectionality, gender, and sexuality. 
The desire to build a culture of 
acceptance and understanding on 
the campus grew until Klassen knew 
they had to take action. Though their 
Pride Collective was small, Klassen, 
determined to succeed, reached out 
to Sam Berbeck, organizer of First 
Year Fridays and Student Engagement 
Coordinator, to collaborate. 
“DiversiFY Friday is going to teach 
students about intersectionality, gender, 
and sexuality,” explained Berbeck. 
“Issues of equity and diversity are 
increasingly coming to the forefront, as 
they should, and we wanted students, 
particularly first year, to get the chance 
to learn about these issues and discuss 
them in a supportive and positive 
environment. The workshop will be led 
by students, staff, and faculty, and will be 
interactive and discussion based.”
Klassen gave the Other Press a sneak 
peek into one of the activities that will 
take place on March 3. 
“There is going to be an activity 
called ‘Step Into the Circle’ where 
someone asks a question to the room 
and those it applies to will step inside 
the circle,” said Klassen. “This is to show 
everyone how diverse they are within 
that room and allow them to think of 
how diverse the entire campus must be 
as well.”
Notably, Professor Jaime Yard from 
the gender, sexualities, and women’s 
studies department will be presenting 
on protests and rallies. In addition, a 
workshop will be provided for those 
looking to become informed on the 
basics of gender and sexuality in today’s 
society.
“I think students should want to 
attend just to learn something they 
maybe didn’t know. It’s a very safe and 
open environment, and people don’t 
have to worry about it being a ‘gay’ event 
because it really is about everybody 
coming together and learning about 
diversity,” explained Klassen.
“We do plan to host more [events 
like this], but probably not this semester. 
Sam and I have discussed including 
DiversiFY Fridays as a bit of a staple 
for the FYF series, perhaps hosting one 
about race and indigenous identities 
on campus, in which the Aboriginal 
Students Collective can participate in a 
larger sense this time around.”
While the collaboration was 
originally between the Pride Collective 
and Student Engagement Team, Klassen 
and Berbeck took the opportunity to 
invite representatives from the Women’s 
Collective and Aboriginal Students 
Collective as featured guests.
“I think it’s very important for new 
students to start on the same page and 
be familiar [with such topics] if they’re 
not already,” shared Prabhjot Hundal, 
co-president of the Women’s Collective. 
“We hope to create a warmer and more 
comfortable place for them to come and 
make friends if they know that there’s 
something for everyone and everyone is 
loved.”
DiversiFY Friday will be taking place 
on March 3 from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
in the Fishbowl at the New Westminster 
Campus. All students are invited to 
participate and food is being provided. 
Coordinators urge those interested to 
register online before attending. 
öö DiversiFY Friday tackles intersectionality, gender, and sexuality
While baseball, basketball, soccer, and volleyball are only a few of the 
sports that the Douglas College Royals 
pride themselves in, Hannah Sanvido 
urges her fellow students to take part in 
an equally blood-pumping and vigorous 
sport: Ultimate Frisbee.
“Our club allows individuals a break 
to have fun, socialize, and get a workout. 
Furthermore, our club allows all people 
to play a sport in a recreational setting,” 
explained Sanvido.
Essentially, Ultimate is a non-
contact sport that involves players 
working together to pass a frisbee into 
the opposing end zone. This fast-paced 
sport has gained popularity in the past 
few decades. After garnering global 
recognition, the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) has included the sport 
into the World Games, which takes place 
one year after every Summer Olympics. 
Sandivo, one of the co-presidents of 
the DSU Ultimate Frisbee Club, founded 
the club with five other Douglas College 
students upon discovering a niche 
on campus. After speaking about her 
passion for Ultimate at a New Student 
Orientation, a group of eager Ultimate 
players joined her and began planning 
scrimmages. 
“I think the club is unique in 
that it brings in players with different 
experiences, but nonetheless allows 
everyone to play together,” explained 
Sanvido. “Our members have a wide range 
of skill level, where some players will be 
touching the disc for the first time while 
others have played for club teams or 
even Team Canada. Right now, we offer 
less skill development and more so an 
opportunity to either familiarize members 
with the sport, or simply play a non-
competitive game.”
While they don’t play against other 
schools, competition remains at a healthy 
level among those who show up for a 
scrimmage. Sanvido believes that with 
each new practice brings new experiences. 
As a player for five years, she still enjoys 
learning new techniques from members 
who are more advanced.  
“Ultimate is a unique sport in that 
it emphasizes the spirit of the game. 
It is about sportsmanship, fair play, 
and camaraderie. Competitiveness is 
encouraged, but always comes second to 
encouragement and respect,” said Sanvido.
“With our club, each week brings 
new players and it is not necessary to 
show up to every practice. Additionally, 
everyone makes mistakes, throws out of 
bounds and drops discs, but everyone 
is very supportive and there are many 
experienced players willing to teach 
beginners. Come out if you want to flick [a 
flick is a throw].” 
The DSU Ultimate Frisbee Club 
consists of two-hour practices, twice a 
week. After a short hibernation during the 
winter months, practices are planned to 
return starting on March 7.
Practices will be held at Moody Park 
in New Westminster on Tuesdays from 10 
a.m. to 12 p.m. and at Town Centre Park in 
Coquitlam from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
SPOTLIGHT: Where flicks and tricks abound 
öö DSU Ultimate Frisbee Club throws out invitation to join
Aaron Guillen
Staff Reporter
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The Douglas Student Union is gearing up for their annual election, set 
to take place in the next two weeks. 
Voter turnout in DSU elections has 
historically been low. The 2016 election 
brought a 20 per cent voter turnout, 
much higher than the turnouts in 
previous years. The DSU is funded by 
fees paid by every student enrolled in 
classes at Douglas. As a union devoted to 
protecting student interests, it remains 
in the best interest of students to pay 
attention to how the union is doing so. 
What is the DSU Board of Directors?
Many students are unaware of 
how the DSU is governed.
The DSU is a non-profit society 
that adheres to the Societies Act of 
British Columbia. They are part of both 
the BC Federation of Students and the 
Canadian Federation of Students.
The Board of Directors (recently 
renamed from “the representative 
committee” in the DSU AGM earlier in 
February) is an elected body of 12 students 
who hold a variety of roles. They are 
elected on an annual basis, and elected 
members may hold positions for up to 
three years. While the present holders 
of these positions still retain the titles of 
“representatives,” they will likely adopt 
the title of “directors” after the election.
The DSU Board of Directors meets 
on every second Monday, in meetings that 
are publicly accessible to all students. For 
those who cannot attend the meetings, a 
copy of the minutes of the meetings can 
be found on the DSU website, although it 
sometimes takes a month or two for the 
minutes to be accessible to the public.
What does the DSU Board 
of Directors do for me?
Each director is assigned one of many 
roles, in order to ensure that all areas of 
student governance are properly met. The 
Board of Directors consist of a Director of 
External Relations, Director of Finance, 
Director of College Relations, Director of 
Campus Life, Coquitlam Campus Director, 
three Directors-at-Large, Women’s 
Director, Pride Director, Aboriginal 
Director, and Disabilities Director. More 
information on the specific duties of these 
roles can be found on the DSU website.
The DSU Board of Directors is 
responsible for coordinating campus 
events. Every pub night, outing, 
movie screening, and free breakfast 
is organized by this board. They are 
also responsible for overviewing 
campus clubs and welcome weeks.
Perhaps less in the forefront is 
the DSU’s organization of student 
services. Through the DSU, students 
can access health and dental care, food 
banks, and general wellness services. 
The DSU Board of Directors, 
alongside the DSU staff (who are not 
elected), organizes campaigns and 
fights for student rights. Notable, recent 
campaigns include Squash the Squeeze, 
which works to reduce the costs of post-
secondary education, and Don’t Close 
The Doors, which focuses on improving 
access to adult basic education.
This Board of Directors is supposed to 
look out for students from all walks of life, 
whether they are international students, 
LGBTQ+, athletes, club leaders, etc.
How can I learn more about 
our DSU candidates?
For the past several years, the DSU 
election has involved two slates of 
candidates hoping to be elected to the 
board. Last year, the entirety of the DSU 
Representative Committee was elected 
from the Action Slate, who were running 
against NexGen. However, many past 
student governments have been formed 
from mix-slate results, and have been 
able to work together in cooperation.
During the campaign period of 
the election, candidates will have the 
option to participate in All-Candidate 
Forums at both the New Westminster 
Campus and the David Lam Campus. It 
is here where candidates and their slates 
will have an opportunity to promote 
their platforms and answer questions.
Candidates will likely be tabling 
in the concourse during both the 
campaign and polling periods of the 
election, open to answering questions 
and discussing their platforms to any 
students who would like to know more.
When and where can I vote?
Students will be able to vote for the next 
DSU Board of Representatives from 9 
a.m. on March 6 until 12 p.m. on March 
10 at both campuses. They will need their 
student IDs in order to vote. Unofficial 
results from the election will likely be 
available by the evening of March 10.
On February 21, the BC Liberals announced their provincial 
budget. The budget was the province’s 
fifth consecutive balanced budget.
The budget focuses on reducing 
costs to the general public, especially 
surrounding healthcare, education, and 
for those who live below the poverty line.
Arguably the most noteworthy 
feature of the budget is one that will 
affect most British Columbians. Should 
the BC Liberals hold onto power after 
the May election, Medical Service Plan 
(MSP) premium costs will be cut in half 
for households earning under $120,o00 
annually. This will affect two million 
British Columbians, even those who 
already have much of their MSP covered 
by work insurance plans, although they 
will not notice as much of a change. 
BC families of four can expect to save 
$900 annually with the price cut. There 
is also discussion that MSP premiums 
could be eliminated entirely in the 
future, but that remains uncertain.
Another cost that will be cut in 
half is hydro for businesses, municipal 
buildings, hospitals, and schools. 
Currently, businesses pay a seven per 
cent PST on hydro. However, the budget 
dictates that the PST will be dropped 
to 3.5 per cent on October 1 of this year.
Small businesses will also receive a 
2–2.5 per cent decrease in their taxes.
Students, whether they are in 
elementary school or post-secondary, 
will see some benefits from this budget. 
As of August of this year, post-secondary 
students will only be paying prime on 
their student loans, as opposed to prime 
plus 2.5 per cent. K–12 schools will be 
receiving $320 million in funding over the 
next three years. It is unknown how the 
money will be spent in schools prior to a 
court-ordered plan by the Supreme Court 
of Canada, after they ruled in favour of 
the BC Federation of Teachers in regards 
to classroom size and composition.
The condition of child welfare has 
long been condemned in the province, 
with a high number of children living 
in homes that cannot earn a living 
wage. The Ministry of Children and 
Family Development is receiving $344 
million from the province. Within that, 
$120 million will be delegated towards 
Indigenous child welfare, $45 million 
will go towards mental health services, 
and $12 million will go towards treating 
addicted youth.Families will be better 
able to access childcare services, with 
$20 million going toward the creation 
of 2,000 new daycare spaces.
The new BC budget does benefit a 
wide array of residents, but many critics 
are saying that it is too little, too late. 
Others have pointed out that none of 
these programs will start until after the 
election, making it appear that the BC 
Liberals are presenting their budget 
promises in exchange for re-election.
“The only reason Christy Clark 
is doing this […] is because she wants 
to hold on to her job,” BC NDP leader 
John Horgan said to the Vancouver 
Sun. “We’ll be putting our platform 
together and I’ll be very excited to lay 
it out before the public, because we’re 
going to make different choices.”
Getting ready for DSU Election 2017
Examining the BC budget
öö How to stay informed and shape your student union
öö Provincial government cuts taxes
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
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The Douglas College Women’s Collective gave justice to the phrase 
“giving women a seat at the table,” by 
giving them all the seats at the Women 
in Social Justice, Feminism in Action 
panel in the Aboriginal Gathering 
Centre on February 22. It was a panel 
filled with students, staff, and many 
other members of the community.
Dr. Ethel Gardener, an Elder-in-
Residence and a Stó:lō member of the 
Skwah First Nation, welcomed the panel’s 
attendees and contributors to Coast Salish 
territory. Gardener gave acknowledgement 
and a quick history of the Stó:lō people, 
and concluded with a brief prayer in 
Halq’eméylem, the language of her people. 
The discussion consisted of four 
speakers, all of whom were women 
who have dedicated their work to 
social activism and women’s rights. 
Each spoke about their experiences 
with social justice, sexism, and being a 
woman in male-dominated industries.
The first speaker was Andrea Smith, 
founder of Sidesaddle, a “woman-
focused—everyone welcome” biking 
boutique located in Vancouver. Smith 
gave an amusing account on the history 
of cycling, described why and how 
she started her own biking company 
and the disappointing challenge 
of hiring women mechanics. 
“In terms of hiring women, that’s 
been a real challenge because the industry 
is so sexist that there aren’t many female 
mechanics,” Smith said. “Even as a female 
mechanic, and a leader of the industry, 
when I worked at other bike shops, it was 
really hard to get anywhere near the tools.”
Smith detailed how exclusive and 
intimidating the biking community 
can be for women. She also addressed 
how vast the gender imbalance in 
competitive cycling is, and how vital 
it is to have a positive attitude. 
“I think as activists, we can forget 
about the importance of pleasantness. 
We’re always in the struggle and have to 
take everything very seriously, but the 
whole point is so we can all live a good 
life and be friends in convivial spaces.”
The second speaker was Janet 
Andrews, who has been secretary 
treasurer at the New Westminster District 
Labour Council for 34 years. Andrews 
gave a speech voicing her concern about 
the lack of women in politics, and the 
importance of women becoming more 
involved in the political landscape. 
“It’s really important for women to 
be engaged politically, as well as socially, 
because that’s where the laws that govern 
us really come about,” said Andrews. 
“When you look at who, politically, is 
getting the benefit, quite often they are 
mostly men. A lot of women are single 
parents, or heads of the household, so 
when we have these inequalities, they 
really do affect us as women and it’s 
important for us to address that.”
Andrews touched on the importance 
of having allies in social justice and 
the support they can give to the 
movement. She also gave a supportive 
message concerning the barriers with 
which women are confronted. 
“I think [it’s important to] look at 
barriers as something to overcome or 
get around, and not as a complete road 
block. Never stop dead; always look for a 
way to shape that. We’ll get around it.”
The significance of women 
having “a seat at the table” was 
illustrated by Andrews.
“If you’re not at the table, 
you’re on the menu.”
Niki Sharma, the third presenter 
of the panel, is a lawyer and a Vancity 
board member. Sharma’s speech 
described her experiences as a woman 
of color in a male-dominated work 
environment, and the hardships she 
has to face in that position. She detailed 
how her ethnicity seemed to always be 
a defining factor for herself in her work, 
and how she was affected by that. 
“It’s tough. You put your armour on 
and you face it, but it hurts,” said Sharma.
Sharma shared three pieces of 
advice she would have given herself 
both as a student and as a woman 
entering the workforce: Be prepared, 
be resilient, and be supportive. 
“Be prepared. When you’re in school, 
and you’re learning about all these 
ideas, and you have all these passions 
about changing the world, there can be 
a real conflict between that belief and 
reality when you enter the workforce. 
We can talk about feminism, we can 
talk about the way the world should 
be, but when you start working, you’ve 
got to deal with the way the world is.” 
Tl’ehskwiisimka Marshall, 
member of the Ahousaht First 
Nations and chairperson of the 
BC Federation of Students, was 
the final speaker of the panel. 
Marshall talked about stumbling 
upon an Aboriginal support group 
that aided her in her first year of post 
secondary education, and how helpful it 
is to be surrounded by people who share 
the same experiences. She also talked 
about the importance of education in 
activism and the challenges she faced 
being a woman in a political environment. 
“It’s not easy being an Indigenous 
woman in this position, and it’s not easy 
being a woman in general. The political 
landscape right now is pretty bleak.”
There is light in the darkness when 
it comes to education in activism, as 
Marshall makes clear in her closing 
speech, and it appears that patience 
and understanding is the key. 
“What’s kept me sane and grounded 
throughout that is remembering that 
things like sexism and racism are 
something that is learned and people 
aren’t born that way, and that means there 
is an opportunity to educate people,” 
said Marshall. “It’s important for us to 
remember to be patient and to not attack 
people, because everyone is coming 
from a very different experience and 
background [...] we have to remember 
to be patient with each other.”
If you don’t have a seat at the 
table, pull up a chair
öö Feminism in action panel offers words of hope and support
Jessica Berget
Staff Writer
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 O A note on history: Taking metal to its 
zenith
 O ‘The Silmarillion’ is worth the challenge
 O War of the words
And more!
Remember finishing that last page of Return of the King? Or how satisfying 
it was to close the thousand-paged, 
fourteenth and final book of the Wheel of 
Time series? Ever think about how well-
crafted the world was, how intricately the 
story lines intersected, and how important 
those characters were to you as you read 
through book after book, but know in 
your heart that to tackle the entire series 
all over again simply would not fit in your 
day-to-day life? 
Well, it doesn’t have to. The fine folks 
over at Tor.com have done a service to all 
who enjoy the long, determined journeys 
of our favourite fantasy protagonists. On 
their website there are read-throughs of 
many fantasy novels, from Wheel of Time 
to still-not-yet-finished A Song of Ice and 
Fire. 
These read-throughs provide 
synopses for each and every chapter of the 
books, as well as a detailed commentary 
on the goings on, a vital addition for any 
reader (myself included) who may have 
missed some of the hidden foreshadowing 
or deeper meanings throughout. 
I find these to be particularly useful 
for a series that I have already finished, as 
I get to enjoy the story and remember all 
the good—or dangerous, or frightening, or 
downright deadly—times along the way, 
without having to lug a series of three-
pound books around for the next year or 
so. 
The writing style of the blog posts is 
conversational, as though a friend who 
knows waaaay more about the series 
than you do is explaining it to you over 
beers, and the blog writer Leigh Butler 
(who covers WoT and ASoIaF) provides 
quirks and laughs throughout. The posts 
are published once a week when they are 
being worked on, though for the series 
mentioned above, they are all completed. 
(Expect for ASoIaF, but that is due to 
George’s molasses-fast fingers.) 
The chapters are usually explained in 
roughly half a page of text, and an entire 
book can be “read” through in about an 
hour or two. While a reader may not get 
to experience a full immersion into the 
world created by the writer, the additional 
commentary can provide a perspective 
that one may not have noticed upon a first 
solo read. 
So if you’re ever missing the fictional 
lands that you had once spent countless 
hours in, but only have a few hours free, 
here is a nice in-between that consoles 
that craving and still leaves plenty of time 
to spare. And, just maybe, a new fact 
about your favourite book.
Chandler Walter
Assistant Editor
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Laura Wee Lay Laq and Marcus Bowcott, the artists of the Amelia 
Douglas Gallery’s newest exhibit fire/
water, both have a long connection with 
Douglas College. Both were students at 
Douglas when the college first opened 
in 1970, before the school even had 
an Art Department, and the two have 
been friends since first meeting in 
1972. Even so, fire/water—featuring 
ceramics by Wee Lay Laq and paintings 
and sculpture by Bowcott—will be the 
first exhibit they have done together.
One of the works that Wee Lay Laq 
has chosen for the exhibit is one of the 
very first pieces she made at Douglas 
College. The piece, a ceramic blossom, 
was made under the mentorship of Fred 
Owen, one of the first instructors of art 
at Douglas, who taught both Wee Lay 
Laq and Bowcott. She included it in the 
exhibit to honour their late mentor.
fire/water also features various 
pieces from throughout Wee Lay Laq’s 
decades-spanning career, though she 
said the average viewer probably wouldn’t 
be able to tell from looking at them. 
“My work has a timeless quality,” she 
said, “not because of me the maker, but 
because of the process that I’m involved 
in […] it has that continuity about it.” 
She said the only notable 
difference over the years has been in 
the weight of her work, meaning the 
thickness of the clay. Her ceramics 
are less than half an inch thick, an 
unusual quality in her field of art.
Most of what she works with is 
Plainsman Clay, which is naturally 
occurring glacier clay from Alberta and 
is hundreds if not millions of years old.
Along with her prolific artistic 
career—she has taught workshops 
and exhibited her work all across the 
world, in Canada, Italy, China, Australia, 
and the US—Wee Lay Laq has also 
made very significant contributions 
to the preservation of the Upriver 
Halq’eméylem language, the ancestral 
language of her father’s people. She spent 
many years teaching and developing 
university programs for the language.
Following her amazing contributions 
to First Nations culture, Wee Lay Laq 
has returned to her career as an artist, 
though she continues to mentor students 
in Halqu’eméylem. She considers herself 
incredibly fortunate to have had the 
opportunities to teach and to create. 
“I do my work in order to help 
show my love for nature and for 
the things around me,” she said.
The title of the gallery exhibit was 
picked by Wee Lay Laq in reference 
to the artistic styles of herself and 
Bowcott. “I chose the name fire/
water because his paintings are largely 
of the water, and [my sculptures] 
come out of fire,” she explained.
It’s also meant to poke lighthearted 
fun at their respective heritages: “[His] 
subject matter is a big boat coming 
in here and I’m the Indian that’s been 
sitting here and tending the fire for 
thousands of years.” She considers 
the title a joke that the two can laugh 
about, and not something meant to 
be read as a political statement.
The opening reception of their 
exhibit is on Thursday, March 2, from 
4:30–7:30 p.m., with an artist’s talk on 
Saturday, March 4 at 3:30 p.m. fire/water 
is also a part of the Seventh Triennial 
Canadian Clay Symposium, which 
includes many other exhibits in galleries 
across the Lower Mainland. fire/water 
will be on display in the Amelia Douglas 
Gallery, on the fourth floor of the New 
Westminster Campus, until April 21.
Caroline Ho
Arts Editor
Art of the earth
öö ‘fire/water’ gallery exhibit opening on Thursday
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Enjoy the story without the word count
öö How to quickly relive your favourite fantasy series, and learn something too
issue 21 // volume 43 arts // no. 7
Don Jon (2013) is certainly not the best-executed romantic comedy of 
the last few years, but its finest moments 
derive from its treatment of the subject of 
pornography and porn addiction, facets 
of modern day life—particularly affecting 
men—that are not honestly discussed 
often enough in film or television.
The film centres on Joseph Gordon-
Levitt’s character, Jon, whom his friends 
refer to as the “Don” because of his ability 
to seduce attractive girls when he goes out 
with them. Despite his apparent success 
with women, Jon finds himself perennially 
unsatisfied in comparison to the pleasures 
he gets from watching pornography.
He ruins his relationship with 
Scarlett Johannsen’s character, Barbara, 
a woman more beautiful than any he 
has seduced before, because of his 
inability to stop watching pornography. 
Ironically, the reason for this is Jon’s 
techno-backwardness and his inability 
to realize that his porn viewing is 
logged in his browser history. Jon’s porn 
addiction then takes over his life, and 
he becomes isolated, dependant, and 
unable to form lasting intimate romantic 
relationships because of pornography. 
The characters in the film are one 
of its stronger aspects. Jon, Barbara, and 
Jon’s friends and family all form quite 
a colourful cast that fleshes out the 
romance and the comedy in the film. 
Jon’s sister, who spends the entire film 
texting and looking bored, only speaks 
one line near the end of the film. It turns 
out to be a poignant reminder to her 
brother that the girlfriend he thought 
he was in love with was shallow and 
controlling, combining both heart and 
comic effect into one line of dialogue.
Most of the film’s best moments lie 
in the first half with the film’s colourful 
main characters. The second half of 
the movie focuses on Jon trying to put 
his life back together with the help of 
Julianne Moore’s character, Esther, who 
teaches Jon to be more caring in his 
relationships. The film tries to show how 
porn addiction can be healed, but the 
cinematic aspects are not handled with 
the same comic deft as the first half of the 
film, and perhaps positive changes are 
not as funny to watch as negative ones.
Another mishandled part of the 
film is the connection it tries to make 
between the unrealistic expectations 
of sex that porn sets for men and the 
unrealistic expectations of courtship and 
love that romantic movies set for women. 
In brief, the film represents a 
unique and earnest effort at using 
pornography and porn addiction as 
the driving plot elements of a romantic 
comedy, with some strong moments, 
though plenty of mediocre ones.
What would you do if one day everyone over the age 
of 15 disappeared? Just vanished 
into thin air? Gone?
Well, I guess we’d be gone 
too, actually. But for the age 14 
and younger characters in Michael 
Grant’s Gone series, this is the start 
of something incredibly sinister and 
traumatic—something that we would 
be incredibly lucky to be gone for. 
The plot of the first book, Gone, 
revolves heavily around this. When all of 
the adults in Perdido Beach disappear, 
the town’s panicked children rally behind 
Sam Temple, the primary protagonist and 
reluctant chosen leader. He and his crush 
Astrid the Genius take it upon themselves 
to learn more about their predicament.
Through further investigation, they 
discover that they’ve been trapped under 
a 20-mile diameter opaque dome. One 
kid comes up with a nickname for their 
new home—the FAYZ, or Fallout Alley 
Youth Zone, so named for their town’s 
reputation after their nuclear power plant 
was hit with a meteor 15 years prior.
If all of this wasn’t enough for these 
kids, some of them begin mutating 
powers, including Sam’s ability to 
create balls and beams of light. 
Up the hill from Perdido Beach is 
Coates Academy, a school for difficult 
children. Caine Soren, Coates’ self-
appointed leader and another mutant, 
sees the FAYZ as an opportunity to stage a 
take-over of Perdido Beach. And behind 
the scenes of this all, there is a more 
sinister power at play—the Darkness.
Michael Grant’s Gone series was 
published between 2008–2013 and spans 
six books: Gone, Hunger, Lies, Plague, 
Fear, and Light. The books deal with the 
interpersonal struggles of the characters 
as they jockey for power, create their own 
places in the FAYZ, or just attempt to 
stay under the radar. However, none of 
this proves to be too easy, as without any 
authority figures around to keep order, 
the town falls apart. Each of the books’ 
plots follows the theme of the title—for 
example, a large portion of Hunger follows 
the children’s struggles with starvation 
and setting up a consistent food system. 
The chapters of each book begin with 
a countdown that shows you how much 
time is left until the book’s climax. It’s an 
interesting strategy, and one that kept me 
anxious as I watched the action unfold, 
wondering just what was going to happen 
when the countdown reached zero. Each 
book contains major revelations, and very 
rarely seems predictable. The character 
development is superb, and even minor 
characters are very well fleshed out.  
Another interesting tactic is that 
the books constantly change perspective, 
often in the same chapter, so you always 
have an idea of what’s going on inside the 
major and minor characters’ heads. Many 
of the characters are under immense 
amounts of pressure, such as Mary, 
who runs the daycare and takes care of 
the littles, and Dahra, the “nurse” who 
handles everyone’s injuries and illnesses 
with an old medical textbook. Others see 
the FAYZ as an opportunity, like Albert, 
a neglected youngest-sibling who begins 
running Perdido Beach’s abandoned 
McDonald’s, with aspirations to do more.
I guess I’ve been out of the YA lit 
sphere for awhile, but I was consistently 
surprised at how dark and brutal 
these books are, and they only became 
more so as the series went on. There is 
omnipresent and very detailed violence 
and death, but also kids struggling 
with alcoholism, depression, bulimia, 
self-loathing, and racism. I appreciated 
Grant’s boldness at killing or hurting 
his characters, most of whom were 
lovingly written and developed. Maybe 
I shouldn’t have been too shocked, 
though—Grant co-wrote the Animorphs 
series, which is known for its surprisingly 
dark themes and gruesome battles. 
The series is incredibly diverse, 
which I was pleasantly surprised by. Not 
only that, but it depicted discrimination 
against these characters realistically. Many 
of the strongest mutants are women, 
including Brianna (“The Breeze”), who 
has super speed; Dekka, who can cancel 
gravity; Taylor, who can teleport; and 
Lana, who can heal. Racially, the series 
is diverse as well. Taylor is East Asian; 
Albert, Dahra, and Dekka are all black, 
with Dahra being from Ghana; and Edilio, 
one of Sam’s closest friends in the FAYZ, 
is Honduran. Also, Dekka is a lesbian, 
and a few other characters discover 
their sexuality throughout the series. 
All in all, this series consistently 
impressed me. I wasn’t sure what to expect 
when I got into them, but I really fell for 
the books and cared about the characters. 
There were a few things that didn’t work 
as well for me—mostly involving the 
Darkness and Astrid’s brother, Little 
Petey—but Grant’s story overall was told 
superbly. I would easily recommend this 
series to any fan of YA Lit, the Animorphs, 
or Stephen King, whose influence is felt 
on the pages. Now is the perfect time to 
pick it up, as Grant recently announced 
book seven of the series, Monster, 
which will be released October 17.
Lauren Kelly
Editor-in-Chief
An ambitious series with 
realistic, flawed characters
öö ‘Gone’ series review
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Porn can ruin your life
öö A very belated film review of ‘Don Jon’
Jan Prchal
Contributor
news // no. 8 theotherpress.ca
The Oscars were February 26, which means the debate concerning which 
film will win Best Picture was finally 
brought to an end, and a new debate 
over which film should have won is 
going to replace it. But to save time 
and energy, I can tell you exactly which 
movie is going to and should win best 
picture this year. That film is Moonlight.
 Very rarely do I come across a film 
that touches on themes of sexuality, 
race, and human relationships as 
eloquently as Moonlight. Very rarely 
do I come across a film that addresses 
even one of these themes at all. It left 
me speechless. Not only does this film 
give a gripping and detailed account 
of a Black youth growing up and 
discovering himself and his sexuality, 
it executes the story honestly and 
flawlessly. Never has a film been so 
real with the hardships of finding one’s 
sexuality and growing up facing societal 
inequalities, and I doubt any film will 
do it again. Or even come close.
The reasons for Moonlight’s 
success are its incredible cast, 
stunning cinematography, and 
beautiful storyline. Movies that focus 
on anthologies and jump through 
time can be quite difficult to achieve, 
but Moonlight succeeds without 
missing a beat. The film is tender and 
compassionate and the production 
value will take your breath away. 
The actors who portray the 
main character Little throughout 
the different stages of his life do so 
with such consistency and passion 
that it’s a performance to behold on 
all three accounts. Even though each 
actor is in the film for a only third of 
the time that any of the other actors 
nominated for Best Actor are in their 
own respective films, I would argue that 
the main actors in Moonlight deserve 
an Oscar nomination, if not a win, for 
their short but heartfelt performances, 
which is a lot more than I can say 
about any of the actors in La La Land. 
I’ve never been as physically 
repelled from a movie as much as I have 
with La La Land. It is so passionless 
and full of cliché story tropes and 
quotes that it is almost unbearable. 
Even the title of the film makes me 
unconsciously cringe. Something about 
the whole premise of the film screams 
“Oscar bait” (Ryan Gosling and Emma 
Stone in a musical, I mean, come on). 
It’s not that I don’t understand why 
some people would enjoy the film. On 
the contrary, on the surface La La Land 
looks like an enchanting story with 
enjoyable cinematography and good 
lyricism. But that’s enough to make 
almost anyone enjoy a movie. Scratch 
beneath the surface, though, and it is 
essentially a middle school play with 
better lighting and production value. 
On the other hand, not only is 
Moonlight a beautiful film, the Oscars 
awarding a film as profound and diverse 
as this one would be a great victory for 
both the Black and LGBTQ+ community, 
which is why it is so important that it 
wins. Even if Moonlight doesn’t win the 
Oscar, the film is so brilliantly done that 
it will be remembered for years to come. 
It is the best movie of 2017, or even the 
decade, with or without the Oscar.
The term “extreme metal” refers to music that takes all the characteristics 
of metal and pushes them even further. 
Basically, it’s metal at its fastest, rawest, 
most abrasive, and noisiest. One of the 
extreme genres that is perhaps most 
noisy, abrasive, and fast is grindcore.
Grindcore emerged as the unholy 
union of hardcore punk and thrash metal, 
both of which blossomed as distinctive 
sounds sometime in the late 1970s. 
Thrash metal was distinguishable by its 
high-speed, aggressive, complex guitar 
riffs—think early Metallica. Hardcore 
punk was also rapid and angry, usually 
with vocals screaming about politics, social 
issues, and general antiestablishment 
rawness. Hardcore groups like Black Flag 
thrived and simmered with anarchic 
sentiment in underground scenes.
Go even faster and more intense, and 
that’s where grindcore came in. The most 
notable precursors of the genre were Siege, 
a hardcore outfit from Massachusetts, 
whose goal was to play as fast as humanly 
possible, and Michigan-based death metal 
group Repulsion, who released a handful 
of demos in the mid-’80s before their first 
and only album Horrified came out in 1989.
Grindcore coalesced as a genre with 
the band Napalm Death. Formed in 
Britain in 1981, they were first part of the 
anarcho-punk scene, then in the mid-
’80s incorporated more aspects of thrash 
and the superfast drumming that would 
become the key characteristic of grindcore. 
Drummer Mick Harris is one of the people 
credited with coining the name, based on 
the blistering speeds of his percussion—
though other sources suggest the name 
came from the harsh down-tuned 
“grinding” noise of the guitars. Whatever 
the precise origins, Napalm Death gained 
some moderate mainstream success in the 
late ’80s and early ’90s, releasing several 
albums, going on a few tours, and being 
featured in a few music magazines.
Other bands in the UK were 
influenced by Napalm Death, including 
Carcass, formed in 1985, and Extreme 
Noise Terror, the band Mick Harris 
joined in 1987. In the ’90s, the heart of 
grindcore shifted to the US, featuring 
bands like Terrorizer, Brutal Truth 
(which included the former bassist 
of thrash heavyweight Anthrax), Pig 
Destroyer, and more. Though never a 
phenomenally popular genre, it continues 
to grow in popularity with its fans. 
The defining characteristic of 
grindcore is the “blast beat,” a super fast 
drum beat played in 16th or 32nd notes 
across the bass and snare drums. The 
result is a frenetic and distinctive blast-
like pace. Initial usage of the term “blast 
beat” is again attributed to Napalm Death, 
although they weren’t the first to use the 
technique. Blast beats and variations of it, 
such as the gravity roll and bomb blast, are 
also found in other types of extreme metal.
Another feature of the grindcore 
genre is having exceptionally short 
songs or “microsongs,” a consequence 
of playing ridiculously fast. A lot of 
grindcore albums are only about 20 
minutes long, as opposed to the usual 10 
to 12-track, 40 to 45-minute LPs of most 
genres. Napalm Death currently holds 
the Guinness World Record for shortest 
song with their 1987 track “You Suffer,” at 
1.316 seconds long. Supposedly the song’s 
lyrics are “You suffer/But why?” but it 
sounds more like a very brief “Rrraaaahh.” 
The vocals of grindcore are usually 
death growls and high-pitched shrieks 
that are often deliberately unintelligible. 
Lyrics, if there are any at all, tend to be 
provocative in a variety of ways. Some 
artists and groups, in the vein of hardcore 
punk, tend to focus on sociopolitical 
themes of anarchism and anti-capitalism. 
Lyrical variation has also led to a few scion 
subgenres of grindcore by musicians who 
thought that grindcore had become too 
derivative of far-left themes. Goregrind, 
pioneered by Carcass, treats subject matter 
about blood, gore, forensic pathology, 
and death. Pornogrind, as its name 
suggests, focuses on sex and perversion.
Grindcore has also led to the 
development of subgenres that are 
stylistic rather than thematic offshoots, 
notably deathgrind, which blends the 
technical sophistication of death metal 
with the breakneck tempo of grindcore, 
and electrogrind, which incorporates 
electronic and industrial metal elements. 
Grindcore certainly isn’t everyone’s 
cup of tea, but you can’t deny that it 
succeeds at what it sets out to do—to push 
metal to its absolute limits, making music 
as fast and noisy as physically possible.
War of the words: 
‘Moonlight’ for best picture
öö  Why ‘Moonlight’ is most deserving of the Oscar
Jessica Berget
Staff Writer
Caroline Ho
Arts Editor
A note on history: Taking metal to its zenith
öö The extreme growth of grindcore
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The 89th annual Academy Awards happened February 26, and a film 
won the award for Best Picture. At 
the time of writing, the winner is still 
unknown. If La La Land got the Oscar 
for Best Picture, you are probably saying 
that the Academy Awards are still not 
diverse and they should have given the 
award to Moonlight. While both films are 
great, La La Land deserved Best Picture 
because it goes back to the golden age 
of musicals, which is rare because there 
are not a lot of films of this type today, 
and it tells of bringing back past times.
La La Land is about an aspiring 
actress named Mia (Emma Stone) 
and a jazz pianist named Sebastian 
(Ryan Gosling) working together to 
make their dreams come true. 
The first half of La La Land has all 
of the things that you would expect in a 
musical, and the second half of it looks 
like a film that is made by Jacques Demy, 
as it contains many references to his work. 
This is signalled with the beginning of 
the second half by the image opening up 
slowly for a few seconds, and then opening 
up quickly, just like how most of Demy’s 
films begin. During the scene when Mia 
goes to a party with her roommates, we 
see a montage of various club signs and 
champagne being poured into glasses. 
Also, Fred Astaire is referenced during a 
musical number when Sebastian and Mia 
talk about the evening, and during the big 
musical number at the end of the film, 
we see sailors in Paris, which references 
sailors being seen in Demy’s films.
La La Land also explores jazz, 
because Sebastian wants to revive live jazz 
by opening a jazz club. There is a great 
scene in which he explains to Mia the 
history of jazz, and he says that musicals 
began with jazz, while today jazz is just 
background music at a party. However, he 
does not give credit to black Americans 
for inventing jazz, which is a common 
problem. This is like the story of Hidden 
Figures (another great nominated film 
with a great soundtrack by Pharrell 
Williams) where a black woman had 
the idea of sending people to space.
La La Land also features a brilliant 
score by Justin Hurwitz, which sounds 
like smooth jazz and is another feature 
reminiscent of the age of musicals. 
This is especially apparent during 
the scene when Mia and Sebastian 
dance in the observatory, which is 
visually elaborate and magical.
Another reason La La Land should 
win Best Picture over Moonlight is that 
Moonlight is only available in limited 
release. Some people think that the award 
should go to a film that is released in 
theaters everywhere. Still, it has an original 
story about an African American man 
being attracted to men, which is a plot 
that I have not seen before. Because of 
the limited release, I have not seen it yet, 
but I am looking forward to the Criterion 
Collection version of it, since the director 
and writer of the film, Barry Jenkins, 
likes The Criterion Collection a lot.
La La Land is an enchanting and 
fun movie that did something really 
different from the movies of today. I 
believe that it did almost everything 
perfectly, and the actors, score, and script 
were all great. If La La Land has received 
the Academy Award for Best Picture, 
it is because it shows the magic of the 
musical and the value of comebacks, both 
for the characters and for the genre.
When The Lord of the Rings was published in the 1950s, it kick-
started the entire genre of fantasy. 
However, what the public saw then was 
only a glimpse into the world that J.R.R. 
Tolkien had been creating since his days 
as a soldier in the First World War. The 
Silmarillion is a realization of that world—a 
massively dense collection of epics and 
histories from the world of Middle-
earth, which is a mythologized account 
of the prehistory of our own world. 
 Beginning with the creation 
of the universe and ending with a 
summary of The Lord of the Rings tens of 
thousands of years later, The Silmarillion 
accomplishes the impressive task of 
being part myth, part history text, and 
part poetry. It carries all of Tolkien’s 
unique artistic style throughout, making 
dense family trees and folk traditions 
into a beautifully readable experience.
The Silmarillion is a collection of 
half-finished books assembled by J.R.R.’s 
son, Christopher Tolkien. The first book, 
Ainulindalë, opens with a very biblical 
account of Creation. Tolkien Senior 
outlines the basic rules of the deities of 
the world, and explains where Gandalf, 
Saruman, Sauron, and the Balrogs all come 
from. The following book, Valaquenta, 
establishes the reason for evil existing 
and the world being flawed, like any good 
creation myth should. Right off the bat, 
the reader is introduced to the writing 
style here: difficult, but immensely 
rewarding. Tolkien’s absolute mastery of 
the English language allows him to put a 
power and depth behind his words that 
other authors can’t touch. The creation of 
the world is the perfect expression of this. 
Make it through these two books without 
confusion, and you’re golden for the rest.
The bulk of The Silmarillion is based 
around the Quenta Silmarillion, the long 
and complex history of the Elves of Middle-
earth. This is the part that scares most 
casual readers away. Colossally complicated 
family trees and a political history spanning 
thousands and thousands of years are the 
most obvious reasons for fright, though it 
also has some of J.R.R. Tolkien’s greatest 
prose and most beautiful stories. Of Beren 
and Luthien is a love story between an Elf 
and a Man, and is one of Tolkien’s finest 
works. It also had a significant emotional 
impact on him, as he had “Luthien” 
inscribed on his wife’s gravestone. “Beren” 
was added to the author’s own gravestone 
after his death. This book also contains 
the very oldest (in writing order, not 
chronologically) story in Middle-earth: The 
Fall of Gondolin, first written on the back 
of a music sheet during World War One.
The Akallabêth is the final major 
chapter of the book, and it literally 
describes Atlantis. This is the book 
that fully explains why Aragorn is such 
an important character and why he’s 
destined for the throne. The whole “holy 
bloodline” thing is a bit less uncomfortably 
racist than it appears. After this, it’s 
just Of the Rings of Power and the Third 
Age, which is a brief summary of The 
Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings. 
The Silmarillion is the crowning 
achievement of both Tolkiens. The sheer 
quantity of amazing imagery and stories 
that emerge from this book make the 
original trilogy so much more satisfying 
to read or watch afterwards. It improves 
both the movies and books by giving an 
astounding amount of context, and it’s 
almost all written in gorgeous, flowing 
prose. If you can survive the staggering 
number of names and linguistic jargon—
and if you’re willing to put a real effort into 
reading this compendium—the Tolkiens 
will reward you with an experience better 
than any other fantasy novel can give you.
War of the words: 
‘La La Land’: More than a tribute
öö  Why ‘La La Land’ deserved the Academy Award
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
‘The Silmarillion’ is worth the challenge
öö J.R.R. Tolkien’s densest work is also his most rewarding
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sports
Have an idea for a story? 
 sports@theotherpress.ca
It has been a season of both growing pains and new successes for the Royals men’s basketball team. Having a 
new coach in Joe Enevoldson has definitely changed things 
up this season, and you can see it in how the squad plays. 
But such change took time, and that wasn’t exactly as quick 
as initially thought. 
After a 3–3 opening to the season, the team went 
on their holiday break only to come back to some rough 
results. They would go on to lose four out of their six games 
in January. However, February was a much different story. 
Having finally put things together, things clicked for the 
team. They won five out of their six games in February, and 
came into the playoffs as the fourth seed. 
The playoffs are going to be a challenge the guys are 
probably looking forward to. They face the Quest Kermodes 
in the quarter-finals of the playoffs. While every team 
gears up for the playoffs, the difference in quality might be 
enough here. The Royals bumped the Kermodes three out 
of three times this season, and I can’t see them losing here.
Next is the VIU Mariners. Now this is going to be a 
challenge. Not only are the Mariners as a whole going to 
be a challenge, they have something no other team in the 
PACWEST can even claim to match. Usama Zaid is a shoe-
in for Player of the Year. In 17 games, he’s scored 482 points, 
averaging 28.35 points a game. He’s got more than 100 
points than the closest guy to him, and more than 8 points 
a game as well. He’s third in average rebounds a game, 
grabbing 9 a game, and sixth in assists per game, proving 
that he’s not just a selfish player. The guy is nuts. And if 
he wasn’t enough, the Mariners have an entire roster built 
to support him, including but not limited to a dedicated 
rebounder, a playmaker who will always find him, and a 
secondary scorer when they decide to rest him. Beating 
the Mariners is going to be a challenge. However, it’s not 
impossible. Complacency is the weakness of every team, 
and if any team has room for it, it’s the Mariners. In a single 
elimination tournament, it only takes one loss to end it all, 
and the Royals can very well be the team to dish that out for 
the Mariners if they aren’t careful. 
Should the men pull off the improbable, they would 
face the winner of the Langara series. Realistically, I see 
the Capilano Blues facing off against the Falcons, and the 
Falcons moving onto the finals. The Falcons have been a 
team that has progressed the other way as the season has 
gone on. In fact, I believe that if it’s a Royals and Falcons 
finals, the Royals have a real shot at winning. After all, in 
their final game of the season, it was the Royals who came 
out on top. As a team, the Falcons have a lot of cohesive 
pieces, but they lack a star—someone who can make a 
game-changing impact. The Royals have a couple of those. 
It’d be an interesting match, to say the least. 
Should the Royals fall to the Mariners, they would 
probably face the Capilano Blues. The Blues got the better 
of the Royals early on in the season, but then the Royals 
thumped them by 27 points in their final meeting of the 
season. The Blues have one player the Royals would need 
to really watch. Greet Gill is indefinitely going to be an All-
Star. He has carried the Blues on his back this year, and the 
Royals would need to shut him down. 
Anything can happen come playoffs, but I’m betting 
that the Royals end up with a medal, one way or another.
Coming in hot
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
 O Growing in the right ways
 O Sports around the world: Zorbing 
And more!
öö Royals men’s basketball looking to make a splash
INSTITUTION CONF PTS
VIU 16-2 32
LANGARA 14-4 28
CAPILANO 10-8 20
DOUGLAS 10-8 20
QUEST 6-12 12
CAMOSUN 5-13 10
CBC 2-16 4
MEN’S BASKETBALL
INSTITUTION CONF PTS
CAPILANO 16-2 32
DOUGLAS 14-4 28
VIU 10-8 20
CAMOSUN 9-9 18
QUEST 8-10 16
LANGARA 6-12 12
CBC 0-18 0
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
INSTITUTION CONF PTS
VIU 21-3 42
UFV 17-7 34
CAMOSUN 14-10 28
COTR 11-13 22
DOUGLAS 11-13 22
CAPILANO 10-14 20
CBC 0-24 0
MEN’S VOLLEYBALL
INSTITUTION CONF PTS
VIU 19-5 38
DOUGLAS 17-7 34
CAPILANO 17-7 34
COTR 10-14 20
UFV 9-15 18
CAMOSUN 8-16 16
CBC 4-20 8
WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL
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Everyone remembers last year’s PACWEST provincial tournament. 
For many of the players, it echoes 
in their minds like a distant train. 
Upset not once, but twice in the same 
weekend. They went from tournament 
title contenders to fourth place finishers. 
It stung for everyone. This year, they 
have a chance to make it right. 
The team continued to dominate 
the regular season, albeit with a very 
different looking team. Gone was 
Nanaya Miki, who had been such 
a scoring staple for the Royals. But 
now there are Ellen Fallis and Sarah 
Jorgenson. Even more so, this year has 
to be the year of the Beauchamp. In his 
first year back in the PACWEST, Steve 
Beauchamp has found a way to reinvent 
the dominant Royals team from last 
year, and make them better. And at 
the centre of this new team is Rachel 
Beauchamp. A monster in every sense, 
Rachel has dominated the league this 
year. She’s a guaranteed All-Star, and 
should be in the conversations for Player 
of the Year. She averages a double-
double, and she’s the only player in the 
league to do so, in fact.
Needless to say, the Royals are a 
powerhouse this year. With the number 
two seed, they claim a first-round bye 
and await the winner of the Langara and 
VIU match. As talented as Langara is, 
VIU have Sienna Pollard, who is in every 
aspect an All-Star. Langara probably 
won’t be able to stop her, but the Royals 
can and have before. 
Against VIU, the Royals have a 
record of 2–1, 
besting them 
by nearly 20 
points in their 
last meeting. 
They also kept 
Pollard to just 
11 points and 
9 rebounds. 
After that, 
there really isn’t 
much to VIU. 
Without their 
star, they sort 
of fall apart. 
Harsh, but true. 
I can see the 
Royals bumping 
the Mariners and moving to the finals. 
Speaking of which, I’m not even 
going to debate who will be waiting. 
It’s going to be the Capilano Blues. No 
offence to the Quest Kermodes and the 
Camosun Chargers, but the Blues are 
the better team. Although the last time 
the Blues lost was to the Chargers, and 
it was handily, I still stand by my belief 
that the Blues will be there, waiting for 
the Royals. 
Now this is going to be a heck of 
a game. Every time the Royals and the 
Blues have danced, it’s been a quality 
game. With both teams being defence-
first, their matches haven’t always been 
the highest 
scoring games, 
but they have 
always been 
battles. The 
Royals have a 
record of 1–2 
against the 
Blues, but they 
were the team 
to hand the 
Blues their first 
defeat. Since 
then, only the 
Chargers have 
beaten the 
Blues, which 
means that the 
Capilano squad is on the downwards 
trend. 
However, the Royals know they 
have to be cautious. The combination 
of Ashley De La Cruz Yip and Carmelle 
M’Bikata has been the sword that 
has struck down every team in the 
PACWEST this year. To leave them 
unguarded is to give the Blues an empty 
court. But when the Yip-M’Bikata 
connection has failed the Blues, Yip has 
gone to every other Blues player on the 
court and made them a scorer. With 
three scorers in the top 10 average points 
per game, and each of them averaging 
more than 10 points, it’s going to be 
a challenge finding out how to guard 
against them all. 
But that just might be the Blues’ 
undoing. If the Blues pour too much into 
their offence, you can bet the Royals 
will tear them apart. It’s been proven 
that you need at least two people to 
guard Rachel Beauchamp efficiently, 
and even then she’ll net 14 points. But 
to guard the rest of the team is going 
to be difficult for the Blues. No doubt, 
Steve Beauchamp will be relying heavily 
on his two-way players. Amber Beasley 
is a player who comes to mind. Her 
ability to guard has been unprecedented 
this season, and her shooting has just 
gotten hot. If the Blues aren’t careful, 
she’ll drop a three and be back in time 
to steal the ball from her check on the 
transition. 
I’m going to make a bold prediction 
here. Royals will win gold this year. 
They beat the Capilano Blues by 10 or 
fewer points. That’s the feeling I get 
when I look at these two teams. Let’s see 
if I’m wrong!
Seeking retribution
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
öö Women’s basketball returns for more
It’s been a season to remember for the Douglas College women’s volleyball 
team. Their strong regular season showing 
was their best in a long time, and the 
expectation was that it would carry on 
into the playoffs. Behind PACWEST Coach 
of the Year Jeff Ross, the team prepped for 
the inevitable battle ahead of them. 
With a quarter-final bye, the women 
watched as the Capilano Blues tussled 
with the Camosun Chargers, going the full 
five sets. The exciting match was fun for 
all to watch, but also gave the Royals a bit 
of a scouting report. They closely watched 
both teams, knowing that the longer the 
game went, the more tired the team would 
be when it came to their time to face the 
Royals. At the end of the night, it was the 
Blues that came out on top in five sets.  
The Royals were delighted, because 
less than 24 hours later, the Blues were 
squaring off against the Royals. And the 
Douglas squad let them know that being 
tired was the easiest way to lose against 
the Royals’ potent attack. A 25–18 first set 
win sent the message pretty clearly. But 
the Blues had a message of their own. 
They sent the letter via express in the form 
of their own 25–18 set win and tied the 
game. 
Now that both teams knew they were 
in a serious match, it was time to kick 
it on. Unfortunately for the Blues, the 
Royals caught them off guard to start the 
third. With a 12–5 lead, it looked pretty 
grim for the Blues. But amazingly enough, 
they battled back, tying the game before 
anyone could even gasp. The Blues would 
cap off the comeback with the topper in a 
25–23 set. 
Now needing the fourth set to force a 
fifth, the Royals went to their vets for the 
job. Luckily for them, Juliana Penner and 
Vicki Schley know a thing or two about 
painting floors. They decorated the Blues 
court with ball outlines from their barrage 
of attacks. In the end, it was middle 
blocker Georgia Hurry that capped off an 
excellent set for the Royals with a massive 
block on a huge swing. The Royals force 
the fifth with a 25–21 set win.
Everything was on the line in the 
fifth set, and both teams knew it. The two 
teams traded points until the very end, 
and even that went longer than normal. 
Once again, Georgia Hurry showed that 
she had a clutch setting wired into her 
brain. She made a massive singular effort 
block that landed flat on the Blues court 
to end their run at gold, and allowed the 
Royals to continue theirs. 
For the first time in 15 years, the 
Royals women’s volleyball team would be 
playing in the gold medal match. Stories 
don’t get much easier to write than that. 
And it wouldn’t be a story without an 
evil overlord. For the Royals, that was the 
VIU Mariners, who had the home court 
advantage as well. Ranked number one 
in the PACWEST, and ranked number 
one overall in the entire CCAA, the VIU 
Mariners were definitely a daunting foe. 
With three out of four matches ending 
in losses against the Mariners, the Royals 
knew that the competition would be at a 
whole new level the next day. 
Unfortunately, not all stories have 
happy endings. Some are quite tragic. 
When it came to the story of the Douglas 
College Royals against the VIU Mariners, 
it was pretty clear who the better team 
was. It wasn’t the story of the other team 
got lucky, it was just the fact that the VIU 
Mariners were clearly better. In nearly 
every way. If you needed proof, it came 
in the Mariners systematic 3–0 victory 
against the Royals. 
While the Royals came closer in 
the sets than the Mariners’ previous 
opponent, the College of the Rockies 
Avalanche, they were still a bit off from 
taking sets from the Mariners, going 
21–25, 20–25, and 17–25. As bittersweet 
as the silver is, the women can take pride 
in knowing that they’ve done something 
that hasn’t been done since the 2000–01 
campaign. They can also sleep easy 
knowing that while they may have lost 
gold this year, they have a very legitimate 
shot at it next year.
Savoury silver
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
öö Women’s volleyball shows up big 
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I didn’t choose the title of vagabond rather, it was c
hosen for me. 
Throughout 2016 while I was in my final year of pos
t-secondary I moved three 
times. It hadn’t been intentional. I wasn’t sitting there
 on New Year’s Eve 2015, 
swearing upon a resolution to move as many times as
 there are square meals in a 
day. And yet, a new personal-high score for moving w
as set.
The first move was a heartbreaking renoviction, where
 a landlord evicts the tenants 
to conduct renovations and (assumedly) jack up the re
nt. The second move was by 
choice, after my Craigslist roommate repeatedly left t
he door to our basement suite 
unlocked, even after I was robbed. Frustrated and ow
ning several electronic devices 
fewer than I had when I moved into the place, I put th
e majority of my things into 
storage, and retreated to a sublet. The third move was
 to my current place, and 
marked the end of what many of my friends referred 
to as my year as a vagabond. 
It’s not like my transient lifestyle is uncommon among
st young people. Almost 
everyone I know has moved at least once in the last t
wo years, including my good 
friend and former Other Press Life & Style editor Sop
hie Isbister.
 “I would sometimes move into situations that were le
ss than ideal because I was 
experiencing home insecurity,” said Isbister, who has 
tied my high score of three 
moves in one year. “When you’re concerned about ha
ving a roof over your head 
at all, you’ll just pick any roof [...] My mom used to a
ccuse me of picking the very 
first place that I looked at, and she’s right. That’s prob
ably why I’ve had to move so 
much, but you kind of just have to pick the first place
 that isn’t absolutely horrible.”
In total, I’ve moved seven times in the last seven yea
rs. Across provincial borders, 
from Vancouver to Burnaby and then back to Vancouv
er, to basically down the 
street. I’ve acquired and dismantled enough moving b
oxes to build a formidable 
kingdom, and I’m still in my 20s. 
With a housing market as volatile as the one here in t
he Lower Mainland, moving 
frequently is simply a way of life. Rent at your curren
t place will increase out of 
your budget, properties will switch hands, and landlor
ds will hand out renoviction 
notices, or maybe you’ll outgrow the mouldy basemen
t suite you were initially 
thankful to find. No one enjoys the process of moving
there’s even a word for 
that: tropophobia, or the fear moving or making chan
ges but I’ve assembled 
advice from myself and a couple other part-time vaga
bonds to help you get through 
your next move, or several.
With the date of an upcoming move saved in your phone’s 
calendar, one of the first questions you need to ask yourself 
is if you’re going to ask friends to help you move.
It’s an awkward situation to be in. Even your truest of pals 
would rather be doing anything else on their day off than 
helping you lug your personal belongings from one location 
to another, but chances are they will because that’s how 
friendships work. Or you can do what Isbister did back in the 
early 2000s, and turn to the Internet for support.
“One time, all of these people helped me move and I’d never 
met them before,” recalled Isbister. “I had tons of Internet 
friends on this blogging website, LiveJournal, and lots of 
them lived in Vancouver but we’d never met up. I’d twisted 
my ankle and I was moving out of my boyfriend’s place after 
a bad break-up, so I put out on my LiveJournal that I needed 
help, hoping that some of my friends that I knew in-person 
would help, but these people that I only knew through 
LiveJournal came out and they totally helped me move.”
A simple post on social media account will sufficiently get 
the word out that you need help, but directly asking a couple 
of close friends is just as effective. 
If you’re not moving a ton of things and you’re able-bodied, 
I’d recommend sucking it up, asking to borrow a friend’s 
truck or SUV, and complete the move in a few solo trips. 
If you own a lot of stuff (including heavier items), then 
you might need to enlist a friend or two to aid you. Just 
remember that if someone helps you move, you’re legally 
obligated to treat them to pizza and beer as a thank-you.
WITH A L
ITTLE HE
LP 
FROM MY 
FRIENDS
HOW TO SURVIVE 
YOUR NEXT MOVE, 
AND THE NEXT ONE, 
AND THE NEXT ONE
BY JACEY GIBB, 
DISTRIBUTION 
MANAGER
THE TRANSIENT’S GUIDE TO LOWER MAINLAND
 LIV
ING
There are many facets to effectively moving frequently and efficiently. One major handicap, however and one to avoid if you’re not 
already in this situation is becoming a pet owner. As someone who frequently shares a bed with a six-year-old cat, owning a pet is 
a wonderful experience otherwise, but for renters it can be a nightmare. Consider how, according to a survey conducted by Canada 
Mortgage and Housing Corp., at the end of last year, vacancy rates in Metropolitan Vancouver were at 0.7 per cent for one and 
two-bedroom units. It’s already an uphill battle finding a place to live, and if you add in the prerequisite of “pet-friendly,” your 
options go from slim to near-zilch. 
While some landlords don’t allow dogs or cats, the aversion towards pets can transcend all the way to even a 
fish. And, unfortunately, it’s common for people to surrender their pets to the BC SPCA because they’re 
in the position where they have to choose between their pet and having a place to live. Even though 
advocates are speaking up to challenge landlords’ rights to ban pets including a recent petition 
started by the Animal Protection Part of Canada it’s unlikely that a sweeping change will 
occur any time soon.
If your five-year plan contains even the possibility of having to move, you might want 
to hold off on bringing another organism into the fold. Instead, try volunteering to be 
a foster guardian for the BC SPCA, through the City of Vancouver website, or through 
Vancouver Orphan Kitten Rescue Association (VOKRA). 
Moving can be an exciting, leaf-turning experience, or it can be a drawn-out, hellish 
nightmare. More often than not, it’s a healthy mixture of the two. No matter how chaotic 
and in disarray things might feel now, never lose sight of how, in a few months, things 
will have settled down and you’ll be comfortably settled into your new place at least, 
until the next time you have to move.
One of the simultaneously most exciting and most tedious parts of 
settling into a new home address is the actual settling in that takes 
place. Let me explain how the cycle works, in six easy steps:1. The first time you move out, there’s a mad dash to accumulate all of 
the household items you might’ve not realized you needed. The typical 
essentials like a couch and kitchen table, but also those minor things 
you’d never even consider, like a spatula and one of those cutlery 
drawer dividers. Fuck those things, but they’re also kinda important.2. You reach a threshold of contentment for personal items. Maybe you 
trade up for better versions, but overall the number of things you own 
is enough, for now.
3. An impending move either through your own doing, or due to 
external factors means you’ll soon be looking at every item with the 
same inquiry: Is this item worth moving with or not?4. You conduct a massive purge. Tears are shed; somewhere atop a 
throne of money, Marie Kondo releases a single, Mr. Burns-esque 
“Excellent.”
5. Once moving into the new place, you quickly realize how necessary 
many of those now-purged items were, and begin a rebuilding phase 
similar to stage one.
6. Repeat until the end of time.
Let me be clear: there’s absolutely nothing wrong with conducting a 
semi-regular purge of the crap you call personal belongings, even 
without the added incentive of not having to lug it from dwelling to 
dwelling. However, if you’re dropping hundreds of dollars on buying 
frivolous purchases after every move, you’re doing it wrong.Enter the “free stuff” section of Craigslist, where an abundance of 
consumerism leftovers is up for grabs in an online free-for-all. Here 
you’ll find everything from the practical (kitchen tables, sofas) to the 
indulgent (random pieces of art, pool toys), and the sensical (a dresser) 
to the whimsical (a box of stickbugs, which remains the weirdest post 
I’ve ever seen). 
Even if the “free stuff” section is slim pickings, never just rush out 
to do a bulk household item purchase at IKEA, Walmart, or whatever 
global giant you prefer. Sometimes you can luck out with items that are 
still-in-the-box and were never assembled, but even choosing gently 
used furniture can mean saving up to 50 per cent.As satisfying as it is snagging treasures from the free section, Craigslist 
is also a prime place to unload during your purge. Post in “free stuff” if 
you’re desperate to have something out of your space/apathetic about 
turning a profit. It also beats having to donate the furniture yourself, or 
even having to pay to have a removal service come do it for you.
When you’re averagin
g a move per year thr
oughout your adult lif
e, nesting can becom
e more of a chore tha
n something done 
for enjoyment. It’s ea
sy to adopt the menta
lity of, “What’s the po
int in making a space 
my own if I’m going t
o be moving 
again anyways?” 
I’ve personally gone t
hrough phases where 
I’ll invest time and mo
ney into a new reside
nce, but then at the n
ext place I won’t 
even fully unpack my
 belongings, ready to 
move at a moment’s n
otice.
My friend Danielle Ha
slip, who has the pers
onal best of having m
oved five times in a s
ingle year, unknowing
ly addressed 
this mentality when I 
asked her if there was
 one thing she wishes
 she’d known back wh
en she first moved ou
t. “Nesting 
is important for comf
ort, and comfort is so
 important for my me
ntal health. I started [
too late] carrying arou
nd with me a 
blanket, twinkle lights
, and a garland I had m
ade to set up the sam
e ‘headboard’ in my r
ooms to feel grounde
d,” she said. 
“I always hesitated to 
put effort into setting
 up a room if I wasn’t
 sure I’d be staying, b
ut then I realized that
 putting a little 
bit of effort to make 
any place feel like ho
me really helped not 
feel so transitional or 
chaotic at all times.”
I’m not advising that y
ou rush out to buy fre
sh paint for every roo
m you move into, but
 Haslip has a point in 
how consistency 
can be a calming thin
g. Now all you need t
o do is find your own
 twinkle lights-blanket
-garland combo.
CRAIGSLIST GIVETH AND CRAIGSLIST TAKETH AWAY
HOME IS W
HERE YOUR
 MEANINGL
ESS 
PERSONAL 
EFFECTS A
RE
PET-FRIENDLY, AND PET-NOT-SO-FRIENDLY
sports // no. 14 theotherpress.ca
Imagine yourself on top of a hill and in front of you is a smooth, steep slope. 
Would it not be a breeze to just slide 
down? Well, with your own body, it’s 
not physically possible of course—how 
did Jack and Jill do that anyway?—
but when you’re inside a plastic ball, 
everything changes. It is now possible to 
experience the feeling of rolling down a 
hill, without getting your clothes dirty. 
This is all thanks to zorbing.
Zorbing sounds like a name for 
an activity for thrill-seekers, which 
is partially true. It is classified as an 
extreme sport. However, for the most 
part, it is incredibly safe, because of 
both the ball’s material and the fact that 
it is done in a controlled environment. 
A zorb ball is made of thick, 
transparent yet durable plastic. This 
human hamster ball actually has 
two sections: one ball, which can 
accommodate one to three people, 
inside another bigger ball, and between 
them is a layer of air. (Sounds like ball-
ception to me.) These two sections are 
linked by a complex network of rope or 
nylon wires. This structure ensures that 
the balls don’t turn together, and acts as 
a shock absorber during the ball’s trip. 
Typically, a zorb ball has one or two 
openings that acts as not only a way for 
passengers to enter and exit but also 
to be a source of oxygen for the riders. 
These openings usually measure around 
two feet wide in diameter.
There are two types of zorb 
balls, or, more specifically, two ways 
to experience it: dry or wet. The dry 
experience of zorbing involves a person 
being strapped into a zorbing ball 
with a harness. It feels safer and seems 
more like a comfortable experience 
as you still get to feel what it’s like to 
roll rapidly down the hill without the 
endless tumbling around. 
The second type is called 
“hydrozorbing” which is what thrill-
seekers like me would love to hear. 
It’s called the wet experience because 
about 10 gallons of water is poured 
inside the ball. The best part is, you 
are unharnessed! So, your body will 
definitely be rolling all over and get to 
experience the best of both worlds—
sliding down a water slide and being on 
a rollercoaster.
Zorbing is guaranteed to be one 
hundred per cent safe. The only time 
fatal incidents have been reported is 
due to people zorbing in dangerous 
places, which is why zorbing must be 
done in a controlled environment. 
These places are recognized as zorbing 
sites. The zorbing track deemed the 
most excellent by critics is in Rotorua, 
New Zealand. The hill is very smooth, 
and a lovely green during warm season. 
There are no cliffs, and it is a safe and 
beautiful environment.
There are even Guinness World 
Records that exist related to zorbing. 
Coincidentally, they both happened 
in New Zealand. On November 7, 
2006, Keith Kolver became the fastest 
“human hamster” as he rolled down the 
Rotorua hill at an incredible speed of 
52 kilometres per hour. Another world 
record was broken that same day in 
Paengaroa, when Steve Camp rolled 
a distance of 1,870 feet in one single 
roll. The city of Hong Kong also set 
a world record when it had the most 
participants in a zorbing event; a total 
of 237 people consecutively ran 50 
metres on a specially designed track.
The origin of this extreme sport is 
a bit of a toss-up. Official records state 
that zorbing originated in New Zealand 
in 1994. Andrew Akers and Dwane van 
der Sluis created transparent inflatable 
spheres people can enter, and they 
called this the “zorb.” With the help 
of two other investors, the firm ZORB 
Limited was created. 
However, there is a debate 
surrounding the invention of zorbing 
due to the existence of earlier 
prototypes. In the 1980s, a group of 
extreme sports enthusiasts called 
Dangerous Sports Club created a huge 
sphere with two suspended deck chairs 
inside. The first prototype actually 
dates to the late 1970s when the ball—
called La Ballule (from the French word 
“la balle” meaning bubble)—was created 
by French architect and inventor Gilles 
Ebersolt. 
Despite this, the zorb is considered 
a novelty invention and one can 
conclude that its origin is as wobbly as 
being in a zorb ball itself. One thing 
is for sure, though: These brilliant 
minds have found a way for humans to 
experience rolling down a hill without 
dying or hurting themselves in the 
process.
Sports around the world: Zorbing 
Carlos Bilan
Staff Writer 
öö Experience being a hamster in this extreme sport
Coming into the PACWEST Provincial Championships, nothing was 
really expected out of the fifth-seeded 
Douglas College Royals. While they 
were expected to make the playoffs, 
many had them placed as a quarter-final 
exit. The men had other plans, though.
Right from the start of the 
tournament, the guys had their odds 
stacked against them. Facing them in 
the first round was a very well rested 
College of the Rockies squad. The 
CotR team made sure the Royals knew 
it, too. In the first set, they were able 
to up-end the Royals 25–20. But the 
Douglas College squad just needed a set 
to get warmed up, or, at least, Devon 
Dunn did. Dunn was a monster on the 
defensive end, racking up dig after 
dig, then finishing his own defensive 
play with a crushing swing. Nothing 
less than what was expected from a 
PACWEST First-Team All-Star, but 
maybe a little more. Behind him, the 
Royals were able to grab a 25–17 set win 
to tie the game up at one-a-piece. 
Carrying on with their momentum, 
the Douglas squad was able to get off to 
an early lead in the third, but the CotR 
squad were not to be beat so easily. 
They stormed back into the set after a 
timeout, and finished the set comeback 
with a win, 25–22. Down to the wire, the 
Royals needed to win the fourth to force 
the fifth and final set. Justin Faester 
helped with that by grabbing the team 
six points to start the fourth. Building 
on that lead, the Royals were able to 
expand and hold it as they marched 
their way through the fourth set, 
winning 25–19 to force the fifth set.
With both squads facing possibly 
their last set of the year, it was all or 
nothing. Desperation was a huge factor 
here. Maybe that’s why it was so close. 
Tied up 12–12 in the fifth, it was the 
heroics of several Royals players that 
delivered them from the fifth set into a 
semi-final bout with a 15–12 set win. 
Next up were the hosts, the 
VIU Mariners. The Mariners were 
probably the best team coming into the 
tournament, and beating the Mariners 
was always going to be a longshot. But 
the Royals have done it before, and they 
looked to do it again. They got off to 
a rough start, but eventually pulled it 
close again. In fact, it was so close that 
it went to extra points and a little bit 
more than that. When the dust settled, 
it was the Mariners out on top with a 
31–29 set win. With the momentum, the 
hosts drove the game out of the Royals 
hands. It was a clean 3–0 win, with the 
two other sets being 25–19. The loss was 
a hard one, but overall, the team played 
well. Although out of gold contention, 
and out of a National Championship 
berth, the Royals still had a chance to 
bring some hardware home. 
They matched against the second 
seeded UFV Cascades in the Bronze 
medal match. The Cascades, who were 
National Championship favorites, fell 
to the Chargers the night before in 
the semi-finals and were now heavily 
favoured for the bronze. However, the 
Royals gave them a couple of things to 
think about from the start. A dominant 
25–18 set win was just what the Royals 
needed, but maybe what the Cascades 
needed as well.
The UFV team had a couple of 
gems of their own, including a second 
set win, 25–20. Once again, the Royals 
fell behind in the third. They nearly 
caught them late, but the Cascades just 
barely squeezed out a third set win, 
25–23. Down to the wire once again, 
the Royals needed a huge effort to 
comeback. That effort came in the form 
of Johnson Yi. His play in the fourth set 
singlehandedly tied the game for the 
Royals, and forced the fifth set.
It’s something about the Royals and 
fifth sets. Maybe the players are just 
better under pressure. Or maybe they’ve 
got an extra gear labelled “clutch.” 
Whatever it is, they just always find a 
way to step their game up in the do or 
die set. In this case, it was Devon Dunn 
who literally stepped up, and slammed 
down the bronze for the Royals. They 
upset the UFV Cascades in the fifth 
set (15–9) and won bronze at the 
PACWEST Provincial Championships. 
Not bad for a team that was expected 
to barely squeak into the playoffs at the 
beginning of the season.
Growing in the right ways
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
öö Men’s volleyball has big showing at Provincials
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Do you see people with packed lunches as a lesser species? Do you pity 
those that come prepared because they’ll 
never have the joy of a hot, fresh slice 
of pizza? Well, those individuals might 
be smarter than you think. Bringing a 
packed lunch or dinner, as opposed to 
buying on the spot, has some definite 
advantages, even if it does lack the 
excitement of racing off to your favourite 
fast food stand. It may be more work, but 
here are the top 10 reasons you should 
consider bringing food with you to class.
1. It’s cheaper. All those fancy 
coffees and burgers can add 
up, even if there is a lot of 
cheap food available.
2. It’s healthier. Cheesy grease 
bread and French fries may 
sound amazing, but your 
arteries will not thank you, 
and neither will your tush.
3. It teaches better organization. 
Packing a lunch or dinner 
requires pre-planning, which 
is always a good habit to get 
into. Treat this as a gateway 
into planning your day. Today: 
sandwiches. Tomorrow: healthy 
financial investments!
4. You can snack in class. My 
main motivation for bringing 
food with me to class is that I’m 
constantly hungry, but I’m also 
radically impatient. Bringing 
food with you means you don’t 
have to wait until break, or until 
class is out to start chowing 
down. Of course, that is unless 
your instructor is some anti-
eating-in-class monster.
5. You’ll have more private time. 
Bringing food with you means 
you don’t have to enter the hustle 
and bustle that is the cafeteria, 
or brave the cold outside. You 
can just settle down in a quiet 
place to enjoy your meal.
6. You’ll have less leftovers. Packing 
meals means you can use up 
leftovers, either that you’ve made 
or that your family has. This 
means less food goes to waste 
and you have a cleaner fridge, 
and one ready for potentially 
more deliciousness in the future.
7. It’s environmentally friendly. 
Most people don’t do the 
whole paper bag and saran 
wrap thing—instead we now 
have cute Tupperware and 
lunch kits that keep things 
cold or hot. Buying food on 
the go  creates more garbage.
8. You can make friends. 
Want to get someone to 
talk to you? Bring food that 
smells delicious to class. 
9. You can avoid making friends. 
Want to avoid talking to 
people in class? Stuff your 
face till you can’t speak. Bonus 
points if it will also make 
your breath smell terrible.
10. You get to relive your glorious 
culinary past. Have you ever 
made something so delicious 
that you just have to eat it 
over and over again until you 
explode? Packing your own food 
allows you to do that more. It 
also allows you to try playing 
with different flavours without 
too much risk. Didn’t work 
out? All well, give in and go get 
the bagel from Tim Horton’s.
Listed: Food wars
öö Advantages of not buying on the spot
The completion of the Evergreen line and its stations in Coquitlam allows 
for new, young communities to grow 
around them. I decided to spend a day 
exploring each station, finding out what’s 
in walking distance, and seeing what I 
can look forward to in the future. The 
mission was an over-caffeinated success.
Burquitlam Station
Burquitlam is a weird neighbourhood. 
The first thing you notice stepping out of 
the station is what looks to be a Korean 
pizza and karaoke joint. Going inside 
will reveal that it is, in fact, a Punjabi/
Korean pizza and karaoke place with an 
Italian chef and a proud “Best Dressed” 
award at the counter—don’t ask, I’m not 
actually sure how this award is given 
out. The pizza is decent, but it’s worth 
visiting mostly to marvel at the wonders 
of globalism. There’s also the Connected 
Minds Café and Roastery, a lovely little 
coffee shop with great atmosphere and 
even better tea, as well as a very nice-
looking but completely abandoned pub 
that’s been closed since early last year.
Moody Centre Station
Nestled in a forest of auto repair shops 
and strip malls is the most humble 
train station here. There’s not much 
going on—yet!—though it does offer an 
excellent view of the mountains, and of 
a guy drinking Everclear straight from a 
bottle in a park. Regulars to King George 
may find it to be a familiar sight.
Inlet Centre Station
For now, this whole area is just condos and 
car dealerships, but it’s going to be one of 
the fastest-growing areas in Coquitlam, 
as evidenced by all the development plan 
signs posted everywhere. For now, the only 
things worth seeing are the cool modern 
art statues speckled over the station.
Coquitlam Central Station
The main attractions here are a West Coast 
Express station, a really large parking lot. 
Although it is within walking distance of 
Coquitlam Centre, a fairly large mall that 
has many sit down restaurants, shopping, 
and a T&T, Lincoln Station is even closer to 
the mall. That means this station is mostly 
a high-traffic transit stop for other places.
Lincoln Station
Do you miss the slick veneer of the 1980s? 
Lincoln is the station for you. Surrounded 
on all sides by massive shopping malls, 
such as Coquitlam Centre and Henderson 
Place, and condos that look several 
decades out of date, it’s still a pretty 
cool place to wander around. There are 
a lot of niche stores hidden away inside 
those malls if you’ve got the time to 
look, including a Korean taco restaurant 
and endless knick-knack shops. The 
Coquitlam Public Library is surprisingly 
comfortable, and close-by to boot.
Lafarge Lake Station
The last and best stop (in my opinion) on 
the Evergreen Line. Cozy coffee shops and 
trendy restaurants are scattered around 
the area. Sleek apartment buildings 
loom over a grove of cedar trees. The 
eponymous Lafarge Lake is absolutely 
gorgeous with scenic benches, dozens of 
PokéStops, and art pieces from the nearby 
Community Centre. Wandering around 
this area was the highlight of the trip for 
me. Students who regularly trek it to the 
New Westminster campus can get a lot 
from taking a break from studying to walk 
around the water and enjoy the fresh air.
Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
Exploring the Evergreen extension
öö A day spent in the growing communities of Coquitlam
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As reading break concludes, most people have either just gone through, 
or are still going through their mid-
terms. This could mean tests, projects, 
presentations—but most of the time 
it means you’ll be writing an essay. 
This is an important time, because 
it is generally when your first major essay 
is due. The first essay always serves as 
a means of evaluating your teacher’s 
grading style. Are they harsh? Do they 
deduct marks for improper formatting? 
You don’t know until you get everything 
back and see what you did wrong, and by 
then it’s just too late. And, unfortunately, 
sometimes an instructor isn’t always 
entirely forthcoming with comments or 
reasoning behind the grades they give. So, 
as someone with a lot of essay experience 
under her belt, here are the top three 
things I see essay writers forget to do.
First—and probably the most 
important because it ensures absolute 
clarity in regards to your thesis—
immediately after your introduction 
paragraph, devote a paragraph to 
definitions. What I mean by this is 
that, depending on your topic, certain 
words will pop up repeatedly. Things 
like “intertextuality” or “gender” must 
be defined if they are important in 
understanding your thesis. These 
definitions do not have to be official 
ones, they can just by an explanation 
of how you interpret the word, but it is 
important that your reader understands 
your exact use of the word, especially if it 
is one with varying definitions based on 
context or interpretation. If you do use 
an exact definition from a specific text or 
dictionary, then also remember to cite it.
Second, if you are overburdened 
and running low on time it might be a 
good idea to familiarize yourself with 
citing videos. So many times I have 
been peer-reviewing, and I can tell 
that the student has watched a recap 
or summary video, and then has gone 
back and tried to link things they’ve 
seen in the video to a textbook or online 
article. Cut-out the middle man. Citing 
videos is actually amazingly easy; it’s just 
that most people aren’t taught how to 
do it in class so they assume they can’t. 
Check with your instructor first, but 
most of the time, as long as the source 
is legitimate, they’ll be fine with it. 
Third is a really easy one, but one that 
people forget about. Consistency! This 
is actually related to two very different 
things. For the actual set up of your 
essay, make sure that your formatting 
is consistent and to the specifications 
of your instructor. If a teacher gives you 
specific guidelines as to what your essay 
should look like, they will probably 
deduct marks for improper formatting—
and even if they don’t, not following their 
instruction could put them in a bad mood 
while they grade your work. Not good! The 
second bit of consistency is making sure 
your citation style remains consistent, 
not only to the type of citation you use—
MLA, APA, Chicago, etc.—but also to 
the version of that citation style. These 
styles are constantly changing as they 
become refined or updated, so, generally, 
instructors are fairly understanding if you 
use an outdated version that you’re more 
comfortable with. The asterisk on this is 
that you should, and sometimes must, 
remain consistent with that version.
Hopefully this handy-dandy list 
gives you something to help you out the 
next time you have a major paper due. 
Good luck, and God speed, cadets!
Rimmel has recently released a line of 12-pot eyeshadow palettes called 
Magnif’eyes. They previously had a series 
of eight shadow palettes with the same 
moniker. I’m far from an eyeshadow expert, 
and often don’t use more than my Naked 
Basics 1 matte shadows, but I thought that 
these palettes looked very promising.
The new palettes come in three colour 
sets: Keep Calm and Wear Gold, London 
Nudes Calling, and Grunge Glamour. 
The first, unsurprisingly, contains more 
gold and bronze-toned neutrals. Grunge 
Glamour has a few lighter nudes, but 
is mostly deeper, smokier colours. The 
one I purchased was the London Nudes 
Calling palette, which contains largely 
pink and purple-toned colours. 
I’ve been using this palette every day for 
the past two weeks, and I’ve really enjoyed 
it. The colours are fairly pigmented, I haven’t 
experienced much fall out, and most of the 
shadows work nicely together. There are 
a few light shimmer shades, a deep satiny 
brown, and a deep purple with reddish 
shimmer. However, my favourites are the 
medium pinks, bronzes, and taupes, which 
are the ones I often find myself using. The 
last shade in the palette is a fantastically rich 
rust colour, but it’s not as easy to use as the 
rest. Still, I’m partial to it, and I try to work it 
in when I’m feeling a bit more adventurous. 
Most of these have a frostier, shimmery 
finish, which I’m not used to working with, 
but I find that they really make my eyes pop.
The palette’s biggest downfall is the fact 
that it only contains one matte shade, and it’s 
a light pinky-cream. This means that there is 
no solid brown nude for blending, making it 
a bit difficult for me to work with. There is a 
nice deep brown with a bit of shimmer that 
I’ve been able to use as an okay substitute, 
but I feel like it would have been vastly 
improved by making that shadow matte.
The shadows come in a long, 
clear-lidded plastic palette. They also 
come with two dual-ended sponge 
brushes. There’s probably room for a 
small eyeshadow brush if you remove 
them, but mine are too thick to fit in.
The palette was released in Canada 
at $14.99, which isn’t too pricey. However, 
I would only recommend it to people who 
like frostier shades. I really enjoy the colours, 
but I’m not sure if they’re for everyone. The 
pink shades will be fun for spring, though!
#DOUGLIFE
Tweet using the hashtag #DougLife, for a chance to be featured in the 
paper! 
This week’s post is by @NWACSports
Essay essentials
Beauty on a budget: 
Rimmel Magnif’eyes 
Eyeshadow 
Contouring Palette
öö Three things students forget to do when writing an essay
öö Fun but flawed
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
Lauren Kelly
Editor-in-Chief
Im
ag
e 
vi
a 
D
is
n
ey
issue 21 // volume 43 life & style // no. 17
Technology is an ever advancing life unto itself. So for the modern 
millennial, who has been made to 
witness and adapt to the advances 
in technology, it becomes difficult 
for to imagine a time when we’d ever 
be frightened or unnerved by it. 
The Uncanny Valley is a theory 
dictating that, as human replicas in 
animation and robotics advance and 
become more human in appearance, the 
differences that actual humans perceive 
between the replica and a real human will 
automatically repulse and unnerve us. The 
theory states that humanoid robots and 
animation draw us in and we empathize 
with them, but only to a certain point. As 
the likeness increases, we become more 
empathetic, until we reach a tipping point 
when those feelings are automatically 
negated, and we instead become repulsed. 
However, if the robot or animation subject 
surpasses that point of negativity, then 
we automatically relate to it again. If you 
were to graph our emotional response 
along the lines of human likeness, then 
the graph would take a severe dip before 
recovering—hence the term “valley.”
Now, normally, as humans we tend 
to relate to creatures we see that are 
alike to us. We can see this affinity in our 
tendency to anthropomorphize primates. 
We do this without any stipulation, no 
matter what differences we see. So this 
makes the Uncanny Valley a unique 
situation relegated to technology alone.
The theory was first introduced 
by robotics professor Masahiro Mori 
in 1970, and since then the majority 
of people working in the robotics and 
animation field accept the existence 
of the Uncanny Valley as truth when 
developing subjects with human likeness. 
What makes the Uncanny Valley 
particularly interesting is that the 
“valley” moves. Of course, the response 
varies from person to person, but the 
general average of where the valley is 
usually is around the same point for all 
people. This average, however, shifts as 
technology advances, and we become 
more used to seeing human replicas 
at certain stages based off of what 
technology was capable of producing at 
the time. So where the valley was when 
Mori first introduced the theory in 1970 
is nowhere near where it is today.
There are many theories as to why 
the Uncanny Valley exists, but all of them 
relate to aspects of our primal psychology. 
When I refer to “primal,” I am referring 
to the particular brand of psychology 
that deals with our sense of identity and 
humanity—something that is innate, 
as opposed to learned or cultivated. 
Some theorists believe that the 
Uncanny Valley exists due to our mating 
instinct. We relate to the subject on a 
human level subconsciously, but are 
aware of their inability to reproduce, 
so we are repulsed by the replica by 
instinct in order to avoid forming 
emotional attachments to something 
we cannot successfully mate with. This 
idea is a little problematic, because it 
automatically assumes that all humans are 
ingrained with the desire to reproduce, 
which is debate worthy unto itself. 
Another theory suggests that the 
Uncanny Valley is inspired by the replica’s 
permeance, and therefore reminds us 
of our own mortality. The most popular 
theory, and the one I personally find the 
most compelling, is that the existence of 
a human replica in robotics or animation 
with an almost identical resemblance to 
an actual human forces us to question 
what being human actually means. This 
is referred to as the “sorites paradoxes,” 
and it is defined by witnessing something 
that hybridizes human and non-human 
traits, and finding that it undermines our 
human identity specifically because we 
see humanity as unique, and therefore 
cannot comprehend something that 
can be both human and not human at 
the same time. This is linked to another 
theory that states that we perceive things 
that challenge our human identity as a 
threat to it. This is in no way a complete 
list of theories, but these theories seem 
to be the ones most widely accepted 
and discussed on a professional level. 
Moving on from causes, you might 
be wondering how this relates to modern 
technology. Well, the discussion around 
the Uncanny Valley came into prominence 
once more with the recent large-scale 
release of Virtual Reality (VR) gaming 
systems. Though VR has been around for 
years, this year has seen it become more 
readily available and affordable for the 
public at large. This has prompted an 
extreme increase in specifically VR or VR 
compatible games of all genres, including 
ones that portray humans. Its inability to 
avoid the Uncanny Valley was a huge point 
of criticism for the VR enabled Resident 
Evil 7: Biohazard. Moving forward, we 
can expect to see a boom in simplistic 
animation in regards to VR games, until 
we reach a point in technology and 
development where we can successfully 
surpass the revulsion of the valley, and 
produce something that, once again, 
allows us to relate to the appearance of 
a replica with familiarity and empathy.
The Uncanny Valley
öö What it is and how technology created it
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Begin by pre-heating your over to 350 degrees.
In a big bowl, add the eggs, brown 
sugar, butter, and vanilla, and blend on low 
with a beater. You can also use a whisk if 
you don’t have a stand or hand-held mixer. 
Just make sure you mix it until everything 
is evenly blended.
After that, slowly stir in the flour, 
baking powder, and salt before carefully 
mixing in the chocolate chips. If you’re 
doing the additional butterscotch chips, 
you would also add those in now. Mix 
the chips in with a spoon as opposed to a 
mixer in order to avoid spillage. 
Once done and everything is 
thoroughly mixed, set it aside.
Take a large baking pan (13” x 9” or 
something similar) and grease it before 
pouring the mixture in. Place in the centre 
oven rack, and bake for 18–20 minutes. The 
deeper the pan, the longer this will take, so 
test it with a toothpick before taking it out 
and cutting into it. Insert the toothpick 
into the centre, and if it comes out clean, 
then the blondies should be done.
Once out, sprinkle the powdered 
sugar over the top and let it cool for about 
10 minutes before cutting into bars.
Meatless Monday: Blondies
öö A dessert to cure that heart of glass
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Ingredients
1 ½ cups brown sugar 
(packed tight)
½ cup melted butter
1 tsp vanilla extract
1 ½ cups flour
½ tsp baking powder
½ tsp salt
1 cup chocolate chips  
(white or semi-
sweet chocolate)
1 cup butterscotch 
chips (optional)
2 large eggs
½ cup powdered sugar
OpiniOns
Have an idea for a story? 
 opinions@theotherpress.ca
Canada has a population of about 36 million people. About 7 million 
of those people are immigrants, 
and Canada takes in about 250,000 
new immigrants each year. While 
it’s difficult to track the statistics, 
there are an estimated 100,000 illegal 
immigrants currently living in the 
country. The US has a population of 324 
million, with 42 million immigrants 
and close to 12 million unauthorized 
ones, bringing in about one million 
new immigrant citizens each year.
Although our population is much 
smaller, it’s clear that Canada has a much 
smaller ratio of illegal immigrants. We 
also have a larger ratio of foreign-born 
citizens, especially in cities. Toronto 
is home to over 230 nationalities, with 
about half of the population being 
foreign-born, making it one of the 
most diverse cities in the world. 
The major reason for less illegal 
immigration is simple geography. 
Canada only has one border, and it’s 
one of the most secure in the world. 
There are, of course, a few US citizens 
fleeing their country for a better life in 
Canada, although it wouldn’t surprise 
me if more were arriving due to certain 
political events. In comparison, over 
half of illegal immigrants in the US are 
from their bordering country Mexico. 
Insecurity and fear of immigrants, 
especially undocumented ones, can 
lead to extremism and nationalism. 
This is quite apparent with the Trump 
administration, which ran a campaign 
based heavily on cracking down on 
immigration. Trump’s policies are 
well-known for being outrageous and 
ambitious. He has pledged to build 
an actual, physical wall across the 
US/Mexico border, and to perform 
“expedited removal” of millions of 
people living in the country illegally. 
It’s not just the US that’s frustrated 
by immigration. A major part of the 
campaign to leave the European Union—
which Britain voted “yes” on—revolved 
around reducing the number of migrants 
and securing the borders of the UK. 
European countries are much smaller 
than Canada or the US, and their borders 
are much less secure, particularly within 
the European Union. With the global 
refugee crisis, there has been an influx 
of immigrants across all of Europe, 
leading to a perceived threat from 
citizens not used to so many foreigners. 
Naturally, many immigrants come 
from a much different culture than 
the country they’ve arrived in. They 
are not white, Christian, English-
speaking, Westernized people. Many 
Western citizens are concerned with 
the new diversity threatening their 
culture or way of life, particularly in 
homogenous areas that have had very 
few immigrants in the past. Some even 
fear immigrants are more likely to be 
terrorists or break the law—as Trump 
has suggested many times, referring 
to Mexicans as “rapists and criminals” 
and putting out a travel ban on citizens 
from “suspect terrorist countries.” 
Most of the worries that people 
have about immigrants are based on 
misunderstandings and false beliefs. 
Immigrants strengthen economies, 
bringing in much more money than 
they cost. They are no more likely to 
break the law than any other type of 
person. Unless one is of Indigenous 
descent, every Canadian is a descendant 
of an immigrant. The entire country 
was founded on immigration, and 
foreign-born citizens contributed—and 
continue to contribute—strongly to 
the culture of the Western world.
Still, I’m a Canadian from a city with 
a very large number of immigrants, and 
I value the society I’ve been exposed to 
as a result. Having this background can 
make it hard to empathize with those 
in the US who are fearful or resentful 
over the number of immigrants. If 
I was from an area with much less 
immigration and was accustomed to a 
less diverse culture, I’d be more likely to 
fear something that I don’t understand. 
If I noticed tension and citizens living 
undocumented in my own community, 
I might have a more negative opinion.
 O The death penalty is a failure
 O There are no easy answers for solving the 
world’s problems
And more!
With a wide variety of women’s clothing stores and styles 
nowadays, you would think it would 
be easy to find a simple pair of pants 
with decent-sized pockets, or any 
pockets at all, for that matter. Sadly, 
this is simply not the case, and it seems 
that the reason—like with so many 
other things—is inherently sexist. 
It all started in the 1800s, back 
when it was illegal for women to wear 
pants or trousers. It wasn’t until the 
World Wars of the 1900’s when trousers 
would become an acceptable garment for 
women to wear. The large pockets were 
considered to be too masculine, so they 
were made smaller, and then ultimately 
removed for aesthetic purposes, or 
for making the pants look tighter. 
By the time pants were being 
commercialized for women, they were 
plagued with either no pockets or barely 
functioning ones. The time is now 2017 
and women’s pants still do not have 
adequate pocketing.
When you walk 
into any major store like 
Forever 21 or H&M, you 
will notice there is a vast 
difference in the amount 
of women’s clothing the 
store carries and the 
amount of men’s clothing. 
Almost 80 per cent of these 
stores are dedicated to women’s 
clothing, and the variety of 
men’s clothing is often sized 
down to a single corner.
The gender imbalance in 
clothing stores is obvious, 
but with so much clothing 
being made for women it 
is ridiculous that these 
clothing companies 
can’t make at least 
one pair of pants with 
pockets that can hold 
more than a single 
ID card, or a piece 
of lint. Even more 
infuriating is the 
stitching that gives 
the illusion of pockets. 
Numerous times I 
have bought a pair of 
pants thinking they 
would have adequate 
pockets and brought 
them home only to 
be confronted with a 
lie. Why not just put 
in actual pockets? 
It’s not just pants 
that are absent of pockets; 
almost all women’s clothing 
are without them. Blazers, 
blouses, dresses, skirts, even 
some t-shirts are bereft of 
pockets, or bear a sad excuse 
for one. In my closet, about 
45 per cent of my clothes have 
functioning pockets, and 
about 20 per cent have pockets 
I can actually put things in. 
Apparently, clothing designers 
have decided that pockets 
just aren’t sexy enough, or 
are too bulky and that women 
don’t need them. How does 
an industry that is primarily 
directed at women completely ignore 
the wants and needs of its consumers? 
Not surprisingly, most of these clothing 
stores’ CEOs and founders are men. 
Because of this, women’s clothing 
is not designed based on comfort or 
practicality but based on how it look. 
To further assert aesthetic over 
functionality, women are forced to use 
handbags as a substitute for the lack of 
pockets. Besides this just being another 
way for men to profit off women’s 
fashion, purses and handbags are often 
unconventional or just plain awkward 
to carry around. Carrying large and 
heavy bags is bad for your back and 
shoulders, and when you want to run a 
quick errand or you’re going to a party, 
bringing a bag can be impractical, but 
without pockets it’s the only option.  
It is not a radical idea that women 
should be able to carry around their 
wallets and keys without having to 
take an unnecessarily large bag. Being 
pocketless hinders our progress in 
society. Women already barely have 
basic human rights, so please, give us 
the pockets we sorely need and deserve.
öö The inherent issue with women’s clothing  
Give me pockets or give me death
öö Secure borders make for less tension 
Canada is unique in its view of immigrants
Jessica Berget
Staff Writer
Cazzy Lewchuk
Opinions Editor
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Trump has been under intense scrutiny since his inauguration. From his 
disastrous phone call with the Australian 
Prime Minister to his controversial 
golf outings, the media has reveled in 
his failures. It’s not that they want to 
keep us informed, but that they know 
articles vilifying the president will be 
read. People are searching for reasons to 
hate Trump. Don’t misunderstand me; 
there are legitimate criticisms of the new 
president, and I’m not a fan of him by any 
measure. So, why do I care if the public 
crucifies him at every opportunity? 
My concern is that Trump’s harmful 
policies will be buried underneath our 
superficial complaints. The public knows 
that the president might golf a bit too 
much, that he’s outrageously offensive, 
and that he doesn’t always get his facts 
straight. Do we know why his politics are 
bad, though? Certainly he’s bigoted, but 
that’s not why he won the presidency. 
Trump won because the American 
people thought that his policies were 
going to change the US for the better. If 
we want to contribute to the discussion, 
we have to debate his politics. We need 
to understand why his policies are 
harmful, not why he is a bad person. 
The other option is that we continue 
to cry wolf whenever the president 
opens his mouth. If we do that, then 
people will stop taking our criticisms 
seriously. I saw it happen when people 
first compared Trump to Hitler. Trump 
scrutinized immigration policy and was 
called a racist for it. When he proposed 
a Muslim registry, it became a relevant 
comparison, but people had moved on. 
The public was distracted from the real 
issue because of all the name-calling.    
It’s frustrating to watch Trump bury 
himself under his own outrageousness. 
People are losing sight of why he is 
a bad president because the media 
reports on everything he does, whether 
bad or just silly. Let’s stop turning 
the man into a demon. It’s fun to 
hate Trump, but it distracts from real 
political issues. We don’t need any 
superficial reasons to dislike the man; 
let’s focus on the actual problems.
Colten Kamlade
Columnist
Trump’s personal qualities shouldn’t 
overshadow his bad policies
öö Personality vs. politics 
Im
ag
e 
vi
a 
b
ri
ti
sh
n
at
io
n
al
fr
o
n
t.
n
et
Like most rational people, I am strongly anti-hatred. I believe 
humanity has a natural tendency to turn 
against each other, and that equality and 
tolerance is the foundation of progress. 
In many parts of Europe, hate 
speech is a crime. If you speak at a Nazi 
rally in public in Germany, you will 
be arrested. This is for fairly obvious 
reasons; Europe knows exactly how 
dangerous and horrible Nazis are, 
having had millions of their citizens 
slaughtered by them in living memory. 
In North America, such speech 
is generally frowned upon, but isn’t 
explicitly illegal. Freedom of speech 
is a right we all strongly value. It’s 
certainly not a good idea to speak at a 
Nazi rally here, as you will most likely 
be protested, booed, and physically 
assaulted. I can’t say it wouldn’t be 
deserved, either. Advocating for a society 
in which other people are exterminated 
is a really, really horrible thing to do. 
Freedom of speech does not mean 
freedom from consequences, which is 
something many fail to understand. 
There is a difference between being 
arrested for what you say and being told 
that what you are saying is unacceptable 
and will not be tolerated. If you stand 
in public and shout racial slurs just 
because you have the legal right to, 
you may still be told not to do that by 
others around. Your legal rights are not 
always the same as your societal rights. 
It’s legal to never take a shower, but you 
should still probably do so once in a 
while if you want to be out in public.
Despite my extreme distaste for 
intolerant views, I do think free speech 
is one of the most important things to 
have in this society. It is a conflicting 
belief, because the thought of actual 
Nazis banding together to discuss 
their toxic, evil beliefs makes me sick, 
and I don’t want that sort of thing to 
happen. However, the government 
telling people what they can and 
can’t talk about is a slippery slope. 
Who makes the rules on 
acceptability in freedom of speech? 
Each person believes the views they 
find tasteful should be accepted, and 
that others should be discouraged. 
However, where the limits are can 
vary widely, on all sides. Saying things 
that are intolerant or hateful towards 
certain groups of people should always 
be discouraged, though some argue 
that this limits any challenging or 
critical discussion on sensitive topics. 
If we aren’t allowed to say one thing, 
perhaps soon we may not be allowed to 
say many things. There is a difference 
between criticizing aspects of certain 
people (as unpleasant and prejudiced 
as they may be) and advocating for the 
extermination of said people. Ideas and 
ideology are different from incitement. 
Of course, in a perfect world, people 
would only say things that are tolerant 
and mutually understanding of others. 
In my really perfect world, everyone 
would only say things that I personally 
agreed with. Sadly, this probably isn’t 
going to happen anytime soon, but until 
that time, it’s important that people 
are legeally allowed to express their 
beliefs, even ones we don’t agree with.
Laws concerning freedom 
of speech and hatred
öö What should be illegal? 
Cazzy Lewchuk
Opinions Editor
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Society has many, many problems and issues to solve. Some of them 
are newer and caused by technology 
or development, while others have 
remained for hundreds of years, or more. 
Many will argue that the solutions 
are obvious, and that everything 
could be fixed if only they would try 
such and such a thing. Perhaps you’ve 
said it yourself, or heard a friend ask 
“Why don’t they just…?” We criticize 
politicians for not instantly making 
our country great again (regardless 
of their party) and for failing to 
improve the community to our 
own very specific expectations.
It goes all the way back to the Bible, 
and there is nothing new under the sun. 
Pretty much every idea has been thought 
of before, and has failed for some reason 
or another. If something seems like too 
good an idea to work, that’s because it is.
The world’s problems seem 
daunting and nearly impossible to 
face. We are dealing with protecting 
a very badly-damaged environment, 
global poverty, terrorism, war, and 
disease, all in the face of political 
tensions and a divided world.  
International geopolitics and 
diplomacy make tackling these 
matters sensitive, at the very least. 
Organizations like the UN encourage 
all nations to come together and find 
mutual understanding, but divisions 
still run deep. The question of what 
ideology and political system works 
varies, depending on region and country. 
There is no single method of governing 
that works in every area. Different 
populations have different histories and 
prominence, leading to their having 
a unique place in the world today.
Academics, politicians, and peers 
continue heavy debates on many 
issues. There’s no one-size-fits-all 
method or universally agreed solution, 
and that’s why these things continue 
to be debated. If there truly was an 
obvious solution to fix problems that 
have dozens of root causes based 
on modern history and society, it 
would’ve been implemented long ago.
Good politicians acknowledge 
complexities in society and seek to find 
common ground with their opponents 
to make progress. The most dangerous 
and incompetent are the ones who 
think they have all the answers, with 
a “my way or the highway” approach. 
Politicians strategize, experiment, and 
listen to the people around them when 
tackling the big issues. However, it takes 
a lot more than one new government 
to revolutionize an issue that has been 
plaguing all societies for hundreds of 
years. The struggle only continues.
There are no easy answers for 
solving the world’s problems
öö Issues will continue to plague us forever 
The death penalty was used frequently in the past, but is widely frowned 
upon today. Very few Western or 
developed countries have it as a law, and 
fewer practice it. The United States of 
America is the only first world country 
left with the death penalty, and even there 
it has been outlawed in many states. 
I strongly believe it is wrong for a 
state to kill its own citizens. I believe 
it is not right for any culture to kill 
people to show that killing people is 
wrong. Death is always tragic and awful, 
and it is counter-productive to add 
to the death toll. The right to life is a 
right valued by every culture, and the 
death penalty is a barbaric, outdated 
method that takes away that right.
Systemically, the death penalty is 
a failure. It is not administered fairly, 
or even equally. Capital punishment is 
often used as a bargaining tool, with 
defence agreeing to certain terms on the 
condition that they do not face the death 
sentence. Those who do face the death 
sentence are statistically more often 
people of colour or coming from poverty. 
Someone should not be executed for the 
same crime someone else only would 
only go to prison for simply because they 
were unable to hire a better lawyer. 
In addition, with the lengthy 
appeal process and all the bureaucracy 
involved, the death sentence ends up 
costing a judicial system more than 
life imprisonment. Many inmates 
wait years, or even decades before 
their executions. It is psychologically 
torturous and cruel/unusual punishment 
to keep people incarcerated knowing 
that they will be killed by the state, 
but having no idea when. 
It is true that there are many 
horrible, dangerous people who should 
be restrained by society so that they 
can’t harm others. However, I don’t 
believe every murderer is completely 
damaged and useless beyond all repair, 
and I feel that the death penalty was 
used alarmingly and unnecessarily often 
in the past. Today, not all murderers 
in areas with capital punishment 
face the death penalty, because the 
system is inconsistent with regards to 
who is deserving of life or death. 
For those who do need harsh 
punishment to protect society, life 
imprisonment is just as effective in 
keeping them locked away. Many 
maximum security prisons have 
conditions that are isolating and 
torturous, and this punishment 
can be even worse than death. 
The specifics of an execution are 
dark and disturbing. Killing someone 
is a group effort, from the law official 
who signs the order to the anonymous 
person who pulls the switch. It is not 
a pleasant thing to engage in, and 
those involved with executions often 
have psychological damage in the 
future. Why do we ask our citizens to 
kill others in the name of justice? 
Finally, there is always a chance 
of innocence. Wrongful executions 
can and do happen in every country 
that practices the death penalty. 
Even with modern forensic evidence, 
manipulations and false convictions can 
occur. If someone is in jail, they can be 
let go, but there is no reversing death, 
and all involved in the execution now 
have innocent blood on their hands. 
Most countries saw the death penalty 
as the failure it was long ago and got 
rid of it, and it’s only a matter of time 
before the US follows suit. I simply do 
not support it being used anywhere.
öö Why I will never endorse capital punishment
The death penalty is a failure
Cazzy Lewchuk
Opinions Editor
Cazzy Lewchuk
Opinions Editor
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If today is your birthday…
Due to the rotation of the planet and its trajectory 
around the sun, your Facebook feed is bound to be 
cluttered with well-wishing messages today—some from 
people you expect, some from people you haven’t spoken 
to in five years, and there will also be noticeable gaps 
where people you expected to wish you a happy birthday 
did not, in fact, leave you a message. You will think 
about what this all means for longer than you should.
This is the time 
for daring dos. 
Do something 
you wouldn’t 
otherwise do 
to prove that 
you are, in 
fact, super brave and outgoing. Try bungee-jumping! 
Or meeting new people! Or quitting your job! None of 
these things will go well for you, but the stars say it’s 
a good idea to do it anyway. Just make sure your life 
insurance is up to date before you do all that doing.
Taurus, you’ve 
been worrying 
far too much 
recently, and 
it’s really 
starting to 
harsh your 
mellow. So put 
aside financial worries, relationship insecurities, career 
anxieties, the encroaching malaise of a life that feels so 
much less than what you’d hoped for, what you dreamed 
about when you were young… where did that drive and 
energy go, it feels like only yesterday your life path was 
set so clear and bright before you, and now you are older 
than you were but younger than you feel you should be, 
and you are lost, so lost…
Anyway, put aside all 
that and you’ll be a 
much happier person!
Your mantra this week 
should be: “Every day 
in every way I get better 
and better and better.” 
Because it’s true! Sing this to yourself in the shower. Say 
this to your reflection. Make it your voicemail message. 
Mutter it to yourself on public transit. Whisper it under 
your breath at work. Everyone will be entirely captivated 
by your self-confidence! 
And if they aren’t, they’re 
probably just jealous.
You’ve spent so much 
time caring for other 
people, Cancer, it’s 
time to give yourself a 
little break. It’s time to 
restore the balance of the universe—time to care for 
yourself by beating the ever-loving shit out of others. 
Verbally, physically, it honestly doesn’t matter. Pamper 
yourself by telling that lying, cheating co-worker of 
yours how much of an unbelievable dick they are. 
Practice self-care by turning down a party invitation 
with brutal honesty: “No, Helen, I’m not busy, I just 
don’t like you.” This will help restore your inner chi, 
and will make your busy life so much less hectic!
Due to the position 
of Mars, your luck 
will be plentiful and 
your endeavours 
universally successful. 
Due to the position of 
Pluto, however, your 
luck will be terrible 
and your endeavours 
are doomed to fail. So, they both kind of cancel 
out and your week should be relatively normal.
Be careful crossing 
the road this week. 
Not for any particular 
reason. It’s just always 
good to be aware.
A malevolent spirit has 
attached itself to you and 
has been following in your 
footsteps for quite some time 
now. However, it’s taken a 
liking to you, so I wouldn’t worry about it too much. 
It’s a good week for you to pick lottery numbers. 
This is a week of low 
energy and general 
fatigue. Because of this, 
you may find it hard 
to complete school 
work on time. Feel 
free to present this 
horoscope as proof 
of your condition to 
your professors while 
asking for an 
extension.
(Note: 
Please do 
not actually 
do this)
Fun fact: 
Capricorn 
is the Other 
Press Humour Editor’s sign! This means you should give 
her money. If you see Other Press Humour Editor Rebecca 
Peterson, give her money. It will benefit a Capricorn greatly.
You should probably also 
give Humour Editor Rebecca 
Peterson money. It’s good 
karma. So says the stars. 
I’m not saying 
there’s someone reading this article over 
your shoulder. I’m saying there’s a strong 
possibility someone is reading this article 
over your shoulder. Make friends with this 
person. They are your 
only hope of survival 
when the apocalypse 
strikes. Soon. 
Your Horoscopes
öö See what the universe is deciding for your future this week!
A local Tim Hortons customer made headlines the other day after 
winning a free Honda Civic in the 
popular nation-wide contest. However, 
far from expressing excitement 
over the victory, lucky winner Arby 
MacDonald has taken to social 
media to express his disappointment 
regarding the nature of his prize.
“I’ve been playing ‘Roll up the 
Rim’ for years now, and I’ve never 
gone through a contest season 
without collecting a few free coffees 
and donuts,” said MacDonald in a 
Facebook post yesterday. “I haven’t 
gotten any of that shit this year. 
Instead, after fifteen freakin’ tries, I 
get a damn car. Well, I don’t need a 
damn car; I already have a damn car. 
What I need is some damn coffee.”
MacDonald submitted a 
complaint to Tim Hortons’ HR 
department, demanding the winning 
car cup be replaced by its monetary 
equivalent in “Free Coffee” cups. So 
far, he has not received a reply.
“At the end of the day, I don’t 
think any of us were playing for the 
car,” said MacDonald at the end of 
his post. “There’s so much logistical 
bullshit involved in receiving a free car. 
I wanted the beautiful simplicity of a 
free cup of coffee, and that’s that.”
The Other Press reached out to 
Tim Hortons for a statement, but has 
so far yet to receive a response.
Rebecca Peterson
Humour Editor
‘Roll up the Rim’ winner disappointed 
to receive car instead of free coffee
öö ‘At the end of the day, I don’t think any of us were playing for the car’
Rebecca Peterson
Humour Editor
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A telepathic student who wishes to remain anonymous (and so shall 
be referred to as “Anonymous Student” 
in this article) has come forward with 
a request for fellow classmates: For 
them to daydream about something 
other than sex during boring lectures. 
“I get it, we’re all adults here in 
the prime of our sexual maturity, or 
whatever,” said Anonymous Student 
in a written statement posted 
online this past weekend. “But it’s 
getting kind of old is the thing.”
Anonymous Student explained 
in their missive that they have been 
telepathic their whole life, and thus have 
had to contend with the imaginations 
of others interfering with their waking 
thoughts ever since they were born. 
“It wasn’t so bad in elementary 
school,” said Anonymous Student. “I 
mean, most of what you’d get would be 
reruns of cartoons that whoever was 
daydreaming had watched that morning, 
or those really fantastic self-insert 
adventure fantasies where the whole 
school would catch on fire, and that one 
kid would somehow save everyone and 
become the town hero. Those have always 
been my favourite, honestly. Then we got 
a bit older, and the self-insert fantasies 
usually had something to do with some 
kind of axe murderer breaking into the 
classroom, and that one nerd kid at 
the back of the class somehow showing 
off some previously unknown martial 
arts skills to kick the guy’s ass—again, 
becoming the town hero in the process. 
But everything changed when we all 
hit puberty; and I mean, everything.”
High school was apparently so 
bad for sexual content—misinformed, 
poorly choreographed sexual content—
that Anonymous Student would end 
up leaving school to complete their 
secondary school curriculum at home. 
“Seriously, you could just tell who’d 
stayed up the night before watching 
PornHub, or reading slash fanfiction 
written by straight people,” said 
Anonymous Student. “At one point I 
just cracked and shouted ‘Lube exists 
for a reason, you fools!’ in the middle of 
chemistry class, and, well. There wasn’t 
any recovering from that, was there?”
Anonymous Student eventually 
returned to public education after 
a few rest years in a mysterious 
monastery for mind-readers, where 
they learned to block out the majority 
of their classmate’s thoughts.
“It’s more of a running backtrack in 
my head, now,” said Anonymous Student. 
“It isn’t quite so overwhelming. And 
people seem to have their shit together a 
bit more now, sex-wise. Still, it’s mostly 
just boring. The second that a 15-minute 
video on sustainable development goes 
up on the projector, bam! It’s like, ‘Let’s 
all think about our genitals. Or other 
people’s genitals. Or inflation porn.’ 
Seriously, what the fuck, DeviantArt 
people? You know who you are.”
Anonymous Student had a few 
final comments and requests.
“I’m not saying don’t think about 
sex, guys, it’s your mind to do whatever 
the hell you want with, but why can’t 
we get back to some of those great 
self-insert escapist fantasies? You 
maladaptive daydreamers with your 
entire worlds and alternate universes are 
fantastic. Dungeon Masters planning 
campaigns, I love you. Fanfiction writers, 
at least I get a little romance before 
the inevitable trip to Poundtown.”
“Finally, I’d just like to say thank 
you to those people who account for 
me—you know, apologizing in your 
head to any mind readers in the room 
before getting all NSFW up in there. We 
really appreciate that. And of course, 
big thumbs up to the asexuals out 
there. You’re a joy to have in class.”
The US Senate voted in a nearly unanimous 99–1 vote to remove 
President Donald Trump from office 
on Monday, after Trump was found 
to be guilty of attempting to drown 
an entire litter of puppies in 2005.
The appalling scandal came 
forth during the 2016 election, 
when Trump was quoted to have 
said: “Grab them by the pussy.”
While the public was initially led 
to believe that this was about Trump 
sexually assaulting a woman, it was 
later revealed that Trump had been 
instructing his staff to seize a box of 
puppies that had been nearby a sitting cat.
After a short term of presidential 
action that included removing funding 
from scientists, placing gross restrictions 
on immigration, and planning the 
construction of a wall on the border of the 
United States and Mexico, it was a scandal 
involving harming infant canines—which 
Twitter has dubbed #PuppyGate—that 
proved to be the last straw for the 
American public and the previously 
supportive Republican government.
Only the Republican senator 
from Washington state remained in 
support of Trump after the extent 
of the crime had come to light.
“I’ve always been more of a cat 
person anyways,” Senator Brendan 
Schoonmaker told reporters after the 
impeachment vote had taken place.
With Trump ousted, the 
American public was distraught 
on what a government under Vice-
President Mike Pence would look like. 
However, neither Pence nor any of the 
successors to the presidency could 
be found to take an oath of office.
Thankfully, a Pembroke Welsh Corgi 
by the name of Cooper had found its way 
into the Senate. After rolling over and 
shaking paws with nearly every senator in 
the building, it was proposed that Cooper 
be nominated for the vacant presidency.
It was decided in another 99–1 vote 
that Cooper would become the 46th 
President of the United States of America, 
only opposed by Schoonmaker because he 
could not let love and joy into his heart.
“Arf arf woof,” said Cooper 
in his inaugural address, which 
roughly translated to, “It is my 
absolute honour to stand before 
you as President of this nation.”
“The American public has not had 
it easy these past few months,” Cooper’s 
impassioned and though provoking 
speech continued. “It was not easy for 
the women of this nation, who have 
felt so wronged by an administration 
meant to protect them that they have 
felt it necessary to march for equality 
and freedom. It has not been easy for our 
Muslim brothers and sisters, who have 
faced some of the most undemocratic 
and appalling discrimination since 
the dark days of World War II.”
“The previous administration has 
created an America that is divided 
and afraid. I ask of you, fret not. For 
we were once a nation that took care 
of our neighbours and played fetch 
with our friends, before a choice 
between a ball and a stick pitted us 
against each other. Let us not take 
from each other, but only throw.”
In his first day in office, President 
Cooper signed an executive action 
that guarantees free vet access and 
pet insurance to all citizens.
Although still early in his 
administration, much of the 
public has lovingly dubbed their 
new president as “Good Boy.”
US Senate to impeach Trump
öö New head of state ‘a very good boy’
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
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Mind reader inundated with pornographic 
images during boring lecture
öö Doesn’t mind the subject matter so much, just wishes for some variety
Rebecca Peterson
Humour Editor
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Your eyes flutter open to the sight of nothing. It’s dark. So dark. You 
reach over and unlock your phone 
once again. You’ve lost count of how 
many times you’ve done this. 
You check the time. Damn. It’s 4 
a.m. You crawled in bed two hours ago, 
determined to get some sleep before 
daybreak, yet now here you still are. 
You wiggle around on your bed 
while browsing your Facebook feed. It 
hasn’t updated since you last checked 
five minutes ago, and there are no 
comfortable spots on the bed. 
You toss your phone aside in 
frustration. It slides off the bed. You 
roll over to grab it, and just as you 
do, you find it. You find the spot. The 
most comfortable spot imaginable. 
The spot that will carry you to sleep 
like a Valkyrie carries the souls of 
tired warriors off to Valhalla. But 
you haven’t picked up your phone 
yet. You’re going to have to move. 
You groan as you lean over and 
pick your phone up. It’s unharmed, you 
think. You toss it on the nightstand 
and return to the comfy spot. But 
it’s gone. Like a traveling circus, the 
comfortable spot has picked up and left. 
You feel the tears begin to well 
up in your eyes. Your mouth closes 
and you realize it was just a yawn. 
Maybe the satisfying release of a 
cold pillow will caress you into the 
night. You lay upon your pillow. It’s 
warm. Your roll side to side, unable 
to find the comfort you so desire.
Maybe a pillow flip is the answer. 
One last, desperate Hail Mary into 
an end-zone of dreams. You turn the 
pillow over and fall upon it, eager for 
its cool touch and welcoming shock. 
You land upon a cooler, yet still warm 
pillow. You flash back just 15 minutes 
earlier. You recall turning over the 
pillow in hopes of a dreamier future. 
A future that will never come.
You pick the pillow up, hands 
shaking, and hurl it to the side. 
It disappears into the darkness. 
There is no satisfying thump. Just 
the sound of scrambling. You must 
have hit the cat. Good job. 
Unsure if your feline friend is 
now plotting your death should you 
ever drift into the abyss of sleep, you 
lay back on your now pillow-less bed. 
It’s cool. It’s nice. It’s welcoming. 
You pull your cover above your 
head and let out a sigh of relief. The 
cover is a bit too warm. Too heavy. Like 
something has just sat down upon it. 
You begin to panic as you realize, too 
late, that someone or something is 
trying to suffocate you to death. Your 
mind scrambles for options, tries to 
find a way out of this helpless suffering, 
but your body fades into the darkness. 
Sleep has taken you now, child. 
Strangely enough, it smells like your cat.
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
Insomnia Gothic
öö Sleep, slee, sle, slightly annoyed I can’t fall asleep
Fred Spade, a 19-year old psychology student, filed a lawsuit against 
the entire Psychology department of 
Maple Tree College after receiving the 
results from his first midterm exam. 
The plaintiff filed a “misinformation 
and miseducation” claim for the sum 
of all the Psychology courses he will 
have to take to complete his degree, 
totalling around $10,589—excluding 
taxes which will be “added later” after 
his “accountant finishes computing it.”
It was around 3:30 p.m. when the 
incident took place. Spade became 
very agitated, and shouted at the 
class’s Psychology professor. One 
of our reporters, a student of Maple 
Tree College, happened to be in the 
class at the time and managed to 
interview some of the witnesses.
“It does not make any sense to 
tell us that one’s first instinct is not 
always right, when I know I would 
have gotten full marks on these five 
multiple choice questions if I had not 
changed my answer!” argued Spade 
to his Psychology professor, Doctor 
Dave Cardiff. He continued: “That is 
miseducation! We are supposed to 
be learning facts here, but if what 
you’re teaching us is true, why didn’t 
I get those questions right the second 
time? How do you explain that to 
me and every student in the world 
who has done the same thing?”
Doctor Dave Cardiff M.D., 
who finished his Masters degree in 
Psychology at Princeton University, 
replied to Spade: “I am sorry you 
are frustrated right now. But 
what you are feeling right now is 
actually an example of the first 
instinct fallacy. Every student has 
experienced it and it’s okay—”
Despite Cardiff’s calm 
and soothing tone, Spade cut 
Cardiff off mid-sentence.
“First instinct fallacy my ass! I 
studied so hard for this damn test. I 
spent a total of nine hours writing down 
notes for this and reading through it 
all over again. It doesn’t add up that 
I’m more likely to get this answer 
wrong just because I changed it. It 
contradicts everything we studied for.” 
Spade’s voice cracked and tears began 
to well up due to his frustration.
The argument lasted almost half 
an hour—so long, in fact, that the 
head professor of Psychology and a 
guidance counsellor were called by one 
of the students to help pacify Spade. 
This only seemed to aggravate the 
situation further, as Spade ended up 
kicking a chair and threatening to sue 
the entire Psychology department.
“This is miseducation and 
misinformation. If I can’t sue the 
entire world of Psychology which 
has come up with that first instinct 
fallashit, I’m going to at least sue 
the school on behalf of all students 
who had to suffer the same way I do! 
I’m calling my lawyer right now.”
Surprisingly, some students rose 
from their seats and cheered Spade. 
There were also students who stood 
up for Cardiff, and it ended up just 
becoming a heated psychological 
debate between two opposing parties 
which lasted for an extra 30 minutes.
“To be honest, I agree with Fred,” 
said chemical engineering major Felix 
DuPoint to our reporter. “That test 
was bull. I also got a wrong answer 
after I changed it so there’s no way 
my first instinct is not always right. 
That’s not the first time this has 
happened—even for other subjects, 
I experience the same thing.”
“I feel so bad for Dave,” Samantha 
Chang, a major in Psychology, said. 
“He is a good professor. Of course, 
Fred will feel frustrated. It happens 
to the best of us. But he really is just 
too attached to those questions and is 
venting out his frustration. I did not 
expect him to be serious about suing.” 
“We feel really sorry for Mister 
Spade,” said Sean Perry, the assistant 
head professor in the Psychology 
department. “We’ve all been there and 
I can’t blame him. I’m just worried 
what will happen if he wins the case. 
I doubt he will, but oh well, better 
book the paradise trip to Bahamas 
with my husband tonight.” 
So far the case has been 
bogged down by mountains of 
legal paperwork and bureaucratic 
hoop-jumping, and has yet to 
move forward to a court of law.
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